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This week in the Principal’s Report the 

following topics are covered: 

* Facilities - Asset Mgmt Plan (AMP) 

* Attitudes to School Survey 

* Ensemble Week 

* SaGE Network ‘Open 

Schools’ fortnight 

* Education Forum 

* Enrolments for 2018 

Diary Dates 

Fri 11th Aug 

House Athletics Year 3-6  9am-1pm 

ENSEMBLE WEEK Mon 14th Aug - 17th Aug 

Ensemble Evening 6pm Hall  Thurs 17th Aug 

Sat 19th Aug 

Year 2 & 3 Working Bee 9am-12noon 

Thurs 24th Aug 

Reconciliation Working Group 4pm 

Fri 25th Aug 

HOOPTIME Year 5-6  9am-2pm 

Sat 26th Aug 

Bentleigh Farmers’ Mkt. 8am-12:30pm 

NATIONAL LITERACY & NUMERACY WEEK 

NOW - WEEK 8 - Mon 4th Sept - Fri 8th Sep 

Thurs 31st Aug  

RESPONSIBLE PET OWNERSHIP  Preps - 2 

Fri 1st Sep 

RESPONSIBLE PET OWNERSHIP Yr 3-6 

Mon 4th Sep 

DISTRICT ATHLETICS - Yr 3 - 6 

Mon 11th Sep 

POETRY - Whole In School Activity 

Sat 16th Sep 

Year 4  Working Bee 9am-12noon 

Fri 22nd Sep 

FOOTY DAY 

LAST DAY TERM 3 - 2:30pm finish 

Sat 23rd Sep 

Bentleigh Farmers’ Mkt. 8am-12:30pm 
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SCHOOL VISION:  

East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting,  child-focused                 

environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are 

able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the 

challenges of  lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident       

individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live. 

Hello everyone,  

 

I hope that you are managing to keep warm as we experience the last throes of a 

very cold winter. Lengthening days are just one of the markers that our seasons are 

changing, as are some early blossoms on some trees with the accompanying sweet 

smell of spring. 

Yesterday we sent out our letters of offer for our new intake of Prep students for 2018, 

another marker that we are well and truly in the second half of the year and         

beginning to plan for the 2018 school year, which is always an exciting time in the 

life of any school. 

This Friday morning we will be holding our House Athletics Sports for children in 

Grades 3-6. We look forward to seeing our children dressed in their house colours 

and lots of parents coming along to support the children. 

 

Facilities- Asset Management Plan-(AMP) 

Earlier this week a working party of school council met with Ross Gardiner, Senior 

Planning and Provision Officer from the DET Provision and Planning Unit to discuss the 

way forward with the development of an Asset Management Plan; the first step in 

the development of a facilities Masterplan which will outline our vision for what our 

school facilities needs will be into the future. 

An AMP is made up of a number of components: 

Educational Direction - which outlines our school context, purpose and key           

improvement strategies in our current School Strategic Plan 

Facilities Analysis - this section assesses the current state of the school’s building    

infrastructure and assets to support the educational direction. Here we will outline 

our current situation, then outline our preferred reality. Additionally, it has a number 

of specific areas to look at including functionality, condition and excess space    

analysis. 

This team, made up of parents Kym Mai, Andrew Goldfinch and Ofer Fridberg will 

meet with Sue and I again next week to begin the process of facilities analysis.  

Please let us know if you’d like to be part of this exciting project. 

 

2017-Attitudes to School Survey 

Earlier this year our Year 4, 5 and 6 students participated in this survey. This year for 

the first time the survey was conducted online. Our student’s responses to this survey 

give us a good indication as to how engaged our students are in their learning and 

school life in general. This data is part of a suite of surveys conducted each year, 

which also includes the Parent Opinion Survey (which 30% of our parents have been 

invited to participate in), and the Staff Opinion Survey which will happen later this 

term. These results along with our student achievement data, (both NAPLAN and 

teacher judgements across the Victorian Curriculum), all go to make up the Annual 

Report which we publish in March every year. As a whole staff we will interrogate 

this data to ensure we are meeting the needs of our students. 

       Continued next page……. 

Please Note: 

**Change on school calendar** 

National Literacy &          

Numeracy week                

now in Week 8 

Mon 4th Sept - Fri 8th Sept 
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Ensemble Week 

A reminder that our annual ‘Ensemble Week’ is coming up next week. Over the past few days I have seen Felicite, 

Michael and Jonathan working hard putting the finishing touches on the logistical puzzle that is ensemble week      

rehearsals. Notes have gone home to all participating students outlining the arrangements for this special week. I 

thank them for their hard work and look forward to the concert where the children will play for us all next Thursday 

night in the hall. 

 

SaGE Network ‘Open Schools’ Fortnight 

Every year schools in the Stonnington and Glen Eira (SaGE) Network participate in an ‘Open Schools Fortnight’ where 

schools are able to showcase the good work they do with others in the Network. This fortnight is a wonderful             

opportunity for schools to share practice, learn from each other and develops collegiality in the Network, all helping 

to improve our already strong Government school system. Thank you to Alison Hackett, Tanja Boxelaar, Laura Siu, Julia 

Kantor and Jess Buszcko who opened up their classrooms for others during this time, as well as others at our school 

who visited other schools to broaden our collective knowledge.   

 

Education Forum 

Our community is invited to an Education forum with Tanya Plibersek MP, Shadow Minister for Education, to answer 

your questions and hear your views about education and school funding. 

What:              Education Forum 

With:                Tanya Plibersek MP, Shadow Minister for Education 

When:             5:30pm (5:45pm start) on Tuesday 29th August 2017 

Where:            St James College, 156 Bignell Rd, Bentleigh East, VIC 3165 

Please RSVP by emailing Clare O’Neil our local Federal MP back at clare.oneil.mp@aph.gov.au. and or call the office 

on 03 9545 6211 for any questions.  

 

Enrolments for 2018 

These are now being taken - if you know of any sibling enrolments in either stream for next year would you please ask 

the parents concerned to let us know in the office. Yesterday we sent out our letters of offer for a place in our 3     

Foundation classes in 2018. Places are filling fast, so if you know of anyone who is yet to submit their application forms, 

please let them know. We will soon need to begin a ‘waiting list’ process. 

Thought 
There are moments when troubles enter our lives and we can do nothing to avoid them.  

But they are there for a reason. 

Only when we have overcome them will we understand why they were there. Paulo Coelho 

 

 

Until next time……………….Maria Shearn - Principal  

mailto:clare.oneil.mp@aph.gov.au


Sue’s News 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We had a special NED assembly for our Grade 1 – 6 students last Friday 4th August from 9:00 – 10:00am. 

 NED stands for: 

 

 

 

 

Sam, who presented the assembly, was outstanding – delivering the message that we need to encourage our 

family and friends, always do our very best work at school and at home and to never give up on our dreams. 

All students participated in all activities with enthusiasm and engagement. 

The assembly was free of charge as they have a pay -it -forward approach by selling yo-yo’s.  The yo-yo also help 

deliver the message of “Never Giving Up” . 

There was no expectation for students to buy the yo-yo’s.  The message given to the students was that if they really 

would like a yo-yo they had to earn it by doing extra jobs at home. I have heard amazing stories of all the extra 

jobs students have been doing to earn money to buy their yo-yo: Making their bed, vacuuming the house, picking 

up the dog poop, emptying the dishwasher….  Let us all hope that these extra jobs continue! 

 

 

 

Junior School Council  
 

 We are running  

East Bentleigh has Talent  

this Monday 14th August at lunchtime.  

 

 It will be gold or silver coin donation to attend the 

show – all money raised will go to the                       

Royal Children’s Hospital. 

 

Thank-you  JSC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Student Wellbeing and Positive Education at EBPS 

Positive Education    Wellbeing 

 

Gratitude   

Good For Your Mental Health And general Wellbeing 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There’s an old saying that if you’ve forgotten the language of gratitude, you’ll never be on speaking terms with 

happiness.  

A growing body of research over the last few decades shows that actively practicing gratitude is a powerful tool 

for generating many physical and psychosocial benefits. 

In fact there is now a great deal of knowledge and understanding around how gratitude makes us happier and 

more resilient. These include: 

Improved sleep 

Greater refreshment on awakening 

Less illness 

Greater motivation to help others and practice generosity 

Greater awareness of personal good fortune 

Greater life satisfaction 

Greater optimism 

Stronger feelings of connectedness to others  

Stronger, more resilient relationships 

Greater ability to bounce back from adversity (resilience) 

Perhaps most tellingly, researchers found that positive changes were markedly noticeable to others.  

Here are some simple things you can do and encourage your kids to do, to experience the benefits of gratitude. 

*      Keep a daily gratitude diary of three things you are thankful for. This works well first thing in the morning, or         

just before you go to bed. (Have a special craft afternoon where kids can make and decorate their own      

diaries) 

*      At the dinner table pose the question for each family member to answer in turn, What’s the best thing that 

happened to you today? 

*      Make it a practice to tell a family member, friend, or child, something you appreciate about them every 

day. 

*      Look in the mirror when you are brushing your teeth, and think about something you have done well       

recently, or something you like about yourself. Ask your children to think of this too. 

Thankfulness feels good, it’s good for you and it’s good for the people around you too.  

It’s such a win-win-win, why would you not practice it. 

 

Lee Jellis - Wellbeing Coordinator 

Parent Information 
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Reconciliation Working Group   

 

The Reconciliation Working Group will meet on Thursday 24 August in 
the staff room to work on the Vision for Reconciliation, part of the 
Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) for East Bentleigh Primary School. 
 
John Murray, the Koorie Education Support Officer for our school, will be in attendance. 
 
If you wish to attend please contact Alison Hackett through the office for some               
pre-meeting information. 
 

East Bentleigh Primary School acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country throughout   
Australia and recognises the continuing connection to lands, waters and communities. We 
pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and to Elders both past 
and present. 

REMINDER - " EBPS House Athletics 2017" 
 

The School House Athletics will be on Friday 11th August for Years 3 to 6.                 

The competition will start at 9am and continue until 1pm. Students will compete in events such as 

Shot Put, Discus, Long Jump, High Jump, 100m and 800m. Students are encouraged to wear 

their house colours. 

Parents and friends are welcome to cheer on the competitors and if able to help with running 

some of the events. 

Regards John Seeary 



Parenting Article 
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Advertising Disclaimer: We thank the many organisations/businesses that support the publication of our newsletter by paying for their             

advertising. Whilst the Editor checks for appropriate content, E.B.P.S. does not endorse the conduct or service and encourages parents to      

investigate the product or service as they would for any purchase they are contemplating.  Maria Shearn - Principal 

Advertising 


