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This week in the Principal’s Report the 

following topics are covered: 

 

* Ensemble Concert 

* ES Recognition Week 

* Online Parent Opinion 

Survey Reminder 

* Winter Lurgies 

* Well Done - Isabella 3A 

*  Facilities Update 

* Thank you 

* Prep Enrolments 2018 

 

Diary Dates 

Thurs 24th Aug 

Reconciliation Working Group 4pm 

Fri 25th Aug 

HOOPTIME Year 5 - 6  9am-2pm 

Sat 26th Aug 

Bentleigh Farmers’ Mkt. 8am-12:30pm 

Thurs 31st Aug  

RESPONSIBLE PET OWNERSHIP  Preps - 2 

Fri 1st Sep 

RESPONSIBLE PET OWNERSHIP Yr 3-6 

Mon 4th Sep 

DISTRICT ATHLETICS - Yr 3 - 6 

NATIONAL LITERACY & NUMERACY WEEK   

Monday 4th Sept - Friday 8th Sep 

Wed 6th Sept - Indigenous Literacy Day - 

Book Swap - gold coin donation 

BOOK CHARACTER PARADE                  

Thurs 7th Sept 9:00am 

Mon 11th Sep 

POETRY - Whole In School Activity 

Sat 16th Sep 

Year 4  Working Bee 9am-12noon 

Fri 22nd Sep 

FOOTY DAY 

LAST DAY TERM 3 - 2:30pm finish 

Sat 23rd Sep 

Bentleigh Farmers’ Mkt. 8am-12:30pm 

Principal’s Report -  Maria Shearn 

Department of Education and Early Childhood Development 

24th August 2017 Term 3 / Week 6, Issue  3 

Bignell Road 
East Bentleigh 3165 

Phone: 9570 3525 Fax: 9579 0205 
Email: east.bentleigh.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

SCHOOL VISION:  

East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting,  child-focused                 

environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are 

able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the 

challenges of  lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident       

individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live. 

Hello everyone, 

As we move towards the end of a very cold winter it was lovely to notice our trees 

starting to burst into blossom as I made my way down the pathway from the carpark 

this morning. It gave that lovely anticipatory smell of spring in the air and the       

promise of some milder weather on the way soon.  

A reminder, that this coming Saturday is the 4th Saturday of the month, our regular 

Bentleigh Farmers’ Market will be on between 8:00am and 12:30pm. I look forward 

to seeing lots of you there - please pop by the school’s egg and bacon stall to say 

hello ☺ 

Ensemble Concert Thank You 

Last Thursday night a most appreciative audience was treated to a night of       

beautiful music courtesy of our students involved in our instrumental program. All 

through the week our instrumental teaching team of Felicite Heine, Michael Webb 

and Jonathan Tosio worked with our students in carefully chosen ensemble groups 

to highlight our students’ many talents. It was wonderful to witness the steady       

progression of skill development from our beginners in year 3 to our more               

accomplished year 6 players. 

I’d like to acknowledge and sincerely thank our instrumental team of Felicite,       

Michael and Jonathan for the massive amount of thought and preparation put into 

this annual event- their music choices were varied and tailored to fit the skills of 

each particular group and their organisation, with the help of our 3-6 teachers was 

superb. The night culminated in a beautifully played arrangement of Queen’s 

‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ played by our inspiring teachers - it was goosebump           

inducing. What wonderful role models you are for our aspiring musicians to look up 

to! Our teachers have kindly allowed us to upload the video taken of their playing 

on the night so if you’d like to have a look and listen just go to our website. 

   

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued next page……. 

 

Please place your stickers in 

the Earn & Learn box           

outside the school office!  

Thanks for your support! 
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ES Recognition Week 

Last week we celebrated National Recognition Week for our wonderful Education Support Staff here at East Bentleigh Primary 

School. Throughout the week Jane Keen, Ann Tsiaves and Fiona Conway in the office and Jane Ross, Glenda Kempson, Carol      

Diggerson, Cath O’Brien, Mandy Millar, Christine Kennedy, Lisa Matusewicz, Heidi Nankervis, Jane Regan, Pauline Wikman, Elke Filip, 

Caitlyn Shearn Anita Gheller, Aska Takeda, Jake Small, Matt Small our wonderful integration aides and Kirsty Crockford our garden 

specialist, were recognised for the valued work they undertake on a daily basis. The staff held a thankyou morning tea for them last 

week to show their appreciation to say thank you for all those extra little things our terrific staff do for them daily. 

Thank you all for your continued hard work and good humour - we really do appreciate it.  

Online Parent Opinion Survey Reminder  

Approximately 30 per cent of parents have been invited to participate in this year’s survey through a computer program which gives 

the school a random selection of parents. All responses to the survey are anonymous. The survey results will be reported back to our 

school at the end of September. In recent years, the school has responded in affirmative ways to these surveys that have resulted in 

significant improvements in: Student learning programs, Student management, Parent participation, School promotion, School     

facilities and Resourcing.  

If you haven’t yet completed yours, please do so before time runs out. We really value our community’s feedback to ensure we are 

providing the best possible learning community for your child to grow in. For further information please contact me at school.  

Or visit: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/performsurveyparent.aspx 

Winter Lurgies 

The dreaded winter lurgies have certainly hit our whole community hard in the last couple of weeks especially. Not only have some 

classes been quite diminished in size due to illness, we have also had quite a bit of staff illness which has proved very challenging for 

Sue Jackson our ‘daily staff organiser’ to manage. For your information, when we are able to, we will always try to find suitable    

replacements for teachers when they are away due to illness, however in the past couple of weeks this has been increasingly       

difficult and on some occasions we have had to ‘split’ classes due to unavailability of suitable replacements.  When this happens, 

children go to an alternate classroom with a ‘contingency’ booklet prepared by their own class teacher and still participate in any 

scheduled specialist lessons. 

Well Done 

Well done to Isabella in 3A who put her considerable persuasive writing skills to good use 

last week. I am proud to share with you a copy of the letter she hand delivered to our 

local MP Nick Staikos’ office. Great work Isabella. What a great advocate for our school 

you are! 

Facilities Update We have now completed our Assets Management Plan (AMP) which I 

spoke to you about last week. Once we have had some feedback from our regional 

contact we will send it off to DET for their consideration. Thanks to Kym Mai, Andrew 

Goldfinch and Ofer Fridberg for assisting Sue and I in this huge piece of work. Thanks also 

to staff for their valuable feedback. I will keep you updated as news arrives. 

Thank You 

I often reflect how lucky I am to have such a wonderfully supportive staff at our school.  

I returned to school today to find that the very old, frumpy  but still comfy chairs outside 

my office have had a ‘makeover’ making them look wonderfully modern and now in 

keeping with our new colour scheme in the corridor. Thank you Carol Diggerson - you are 

a gem, not only for your fantastic sewing skills, but also your great op shop hunting skills! 

Prep Enrolments 2018 

These are now being taken - if you know of any sibling enrolments in either stream for 

next year would you please ask the parents concerned to let us know in the office. We 

sent out our letters of offer for a place in our 3 Foundation classes in 2018. Places are fill-

ing fast, so if you know of anyone who is yet to submit their application forms, please let 

them know. We will soon need to begin a ‘waiting list’ process. 

 

 

     Thought 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Until next time……………….Maria Shearn - Principal  



Sue’s News 

Indigenous Literacy Day – 6th September 2017 

The Great Book Swap 

We are holding “The Great Book Swap” on 6th September at East Bentleigh P.S. How this will operate? 

Students and staff bring along a book (in good condition) that they are happy to swap with another 

child or staff member in their class and donate a gold coin towards the Community Literacy Project. 

Parents can donate to this cause via the East Bentleigh P.S. personalised website that I registered this 

morning: YOUR FUNDRAISING PAGE: (just click on the link) 

 

Background Information: 

Did you know that only 25% of Indigenous students in very remote areas are at the minimum reading 

standard, compared to 90% of non-Indigenous students? We are set to change the stats, but we need 

your help!  

Our vision is equity for opportunity in remote communities across Australia, by lifting literacy levels and 

instilling a lifelong love of reading. We do this through our three core programs: Book Supply, Book Buzz 

and Community Literacy Projects. Our Book Supply program has delivered more than 200,000 new 

books to over 250 communities nationally, and in 2017 we aim to gift another 65,000 books!  

The Great Book Swap is a fantastic way to celebrate reading locally, and raise much-needed funds for 

remote communities. The idea is to swap a favourite book in exchange for another, for a gold coin   

donation.  

Last year, we raised over $160,000, and this year we hope to raise $200,000 to gift 20,000 new books to 

remote Indigenous communities.  

 

NED TALK 

We raised $2,500 from the sale of the Yo-yo’s to 

support other schools to experience the NED 

show. It is important to remind each other 

about what the acronym NED stands for and to 

use it in our daily talk. 

NED is all about PERSISTENCE. 

I have attached a link from YouTube illustrating this character strength: https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=ZKSWXzAnVe0   You may need some tissues! 

JSC 

“East Bentleigh has Talent” was the highlight of the last two 

weeks. All children (and teachers!) who entered entertained 

the huge crowd of students and teachers who helped to raise 

$83:00 towards the Royal Children’s Hospital.  We have         

included some pictures for you all to enjoy. Unfortunately, not all              

performances have been included – I am the world’s worst photographer 

and these are the best of them that I took! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://indigenousliteracyfoundation.secure.force.com/CICD__Fundraise?id=701A0000000afUi
http://www.indigenousliteracyfoundation.org.au/book-supply.html
http://www.indigenousliteracyfoundation.org.au/book-buzz.html
http://www.indigenousliteracyfoundation.org.au/community-identified-literacy-projects.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZKSWXzAnVe0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZKSWXzAnVe0
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?q=singing+cartoon&start=99&safe=active&hl=en&biw=1920&bih=985&tbm=isch&tbnid=r8oQFw3_rFYfdM:&imgrefurl=http://www.colourbox.com/vector/blue-bird-cartoon-on-tree-branch-with-microphone-singing-vector-2029070&docid=d0b3m_puxd2-bM


Student Wellbeing and Positive Education at EBPS 

Positive Education    Wellbeing 

Responding to Bullying 

 

Bullying used to be thought of as just part of childhood, a process by which we learnt 

to ‘toughen up.’ Today we no longer think that way. We now know that bullying is 

harmful and can lead to long-term problems and issues for those who are subject to it. 

 

There are three basic types of bullying, physical, verbal and social. Physical bullying 

involves aggression or physical violence in order to coerce, intimidate or cause harm 

to a person. Verbal bullying is when words are consistently used to cause harm to a 

person and social bullying is when a person is purposefully excluded, blamed and  

gossiped about. Of these three, social bullying is the most difficult to deal with, as it is 

often behind the scenes, with the only obvious evidence, the distress of the person on 

the receiving end. 

 

At East Bentleigh Primary we recognise bullying has no part in school life and work    

together to solve issues. To guide us we developed a ‘response to bullying document’, 

currently known as our ‘Safe Schools Policy.’ (Name change coming soon!!) This is a 

comprehensive document that describes the many forms of bullying, examples of   

bullying, affects of bullying and consequences of bullying. It describes in detail steps 

and responsibilities of school staff, parents and students in response to bullying and 

guides teachers in their investigations.  

 

Included in this policy are a number of appendices, 

including reporting procedures for both the person  

reporting and the staff member receiving the report, 

which should be completed when making a formal 

complaint. This helps to ensure that information and 

investigations are duly documented for referral and 

enables a situation to be appropriately shared.  

 

Please familiarise yourself with this document. It is on 

our website under the ‘Resources’ section with a drop 

down bar to ‘Policies, Forms and Documents,’ then 

click on Safe School Policy. Discuss the document with 

your child and ensure they know there is a child  

friendly bullying report form they can complete, if they 

feel there is bullying occurring to them or to another 

(pictured here). If you require a hard copy, please 

speak with your child’s teacher. 

 

Lee Jellis - Wellbeing Coordinator 

Parent Information 



Parent Information 

Poetry from 5G In 5G we have been learning to write different styles of poetry.   

First we learned the structure of a Haiku poem, we wrote a class poem together and then we wrote our own poems.   

"Haiku" is a traditional form of Japanese poetry. Haiku poems consist of 3 lines.  

The first and last lines of a Haiku have 5 syllables and the middle line has 7 syllables. The lines rarely rhyme. 

Volcano By Charlotte F.  

Lava spilling down 

Black coal falls from the edges 

Burning hot fiery 

Netball By Eliza F. 

Intercepting balls 

Coach screaming on the sidelines 

Mum and dad cheering 

Winter By Harmony L. 

Snowflakes falling down 

Coldness spreading around earth 

Outside snow falls 

 

Winter By Jamia D. 

Hot chocolate cold days 

Soft white snow falling away 

Crunchy at the feet 

Winter By Sunny P. 

White snow paints the sky 

Skating in the freezing cold 

Trees dance happily 

Clock By Ella F. 

Time is running out 

Watch as the hours go by 

Hear the hands ticking 

Tennis By Oum K. 

Five sets of top spin 

Tennis racquets swinging balls 

Serving side aces 

ZERO WASTE AT THE MILKSHAKE STALL ! 
 

"Last week's milkshake stall went zero waste with no disposable cups or straws. Reusable mugs were offered with a 50c refund on their 

return. The trial was so successful-  thanks to everyone for your positive feedback and participation, and to Mike's chai stall for also getting 

on board. 

Big thanks to the wonderful work of the market monitors especially the mikshake stall team- Sarah Thurgood, Grade 5s Peter, Eliza,      

Summer, Charlotte and extra helper Harper from 4T. 

As a school community we saved approximately 35 disposable cups and straws from landfill! Just imagine the difference we can all make 

over the course of a whole  school year. 

For those interested in getting involved in further sustainability and Zero Waste initiatives at school get in touch with Nat Cursio (Coen, 

3L), Sharina Delves (Harper 4T), Yael Zalchendler (Akira 1D) or our garden teacher Kirsty Crockford- or come have a chat to us at     

Thursday market." 

 

Thanks to the Eco Team and Lachlan too.  
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What have we been doing at Camp Australia Before and After School Care? 

 

We've transformed our "I Am Tree" into a tree of birds; every child creating, painting and coloring their own 

Rainbow Lorakeet or Cockatoo. We've introduced Table Tennis to the service which the children love and 

it gives them a chance to be a little bit active on those rainy winter days. The Lego creations just get more 

and more inventive, with machines and moving parts and beautiful house designs fit for a Queen! We 

made a frog pond after a student lead frenzy of 'origami jumping frog' making, and we've been having 

yummy warm porridge for breakfast. 

 

 

What's coming up? 

 

We are working on a fundraiser for Indigenous Literacy in remote Australia. It involves many conversations 

about Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander culture, the creation of a 'Wall of Hands' wall hanging      

(dyed with bark and decorated with white hand designs), and a Thursday market stall. We have been   

busily creating friendship bracelets and book marks to sell and would love it if anyone had any scraps of 

wool to add to our color selection. Next week we'll start an up-cycling activity to get these great minds 

thinking how to reduce landfill. 

 

Just a friendly reminder to parents to always remember to cancel your child if you happen to pick them 

up or have them at home sick. Also, all medical records must be signed termly (before your child attends 

for the term.) 

 

Please drop in any time and say hello. We are always happy to receive your feedback and meet new  

children and their families. 

Cheers, 

Bern and Ros ☺ 

If you shop at Woolworths - please grab your stickers and bring them to school.  

We have a specially marked box outside the office for you to place them in.  

Thank you for your support! 



Parent Information 

Term 3 Parent Evening Talk  

 at East Bentleigh Primary School  

Monday 4th September 

 

Anne-Marie Ezergailis – The Importance of movement for the growing child 

and the Anthroposophical picture of child development. 

While this talk is aimed at Prep parents all parents are welcome. 

 

Time: 7:00 – 8:30pm   

Place: Prep R Room 

Please arrive at 6:45 for 7:00pm sharp beginning. 
 

 

Anne-Marie Ezergailis is an Extra Lesson practitioner with many years of          

experience working with children. Anne-Marie teachers Extra Lesson to student 
teachers at The Seminar, centre for Steiner teacher training. Anne-Marie is also 
a counselor and psychotherapist, and works closely with teachers and therapists 
in their work in children  
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Advertising Disclaimer: We thank the many organisations/businesses that support the publication of our newsletter by paying for their             

advertising. Whilst the Editor checks for appropriate content, E.B.P.S. does not endorse the conduct or service and encourages parents to      

investigate the product or service as they would for any purchase they are contemplating.  Maria Shearn - Principal 

Advertising 


