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This week in the Principal’s Report the 

following topics are covered: 

* School Council News 

* Swimming Program 

* Down Syndrome Day 

* Staff Carpark / Child drop off 

* Working Bee - Prep & Yr 1 

Diary Dates 

Mon 13th Mar 

LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY  

Sat 18th Mar 

Prep & Year 1 Working Bee 9am 

Tues 14th - Fri 17th Mar 

Week 2 Grd 1-2 Swimmimg Program 

Tues 21st Mar 

ODD SOCK DAY - fundraiser 

Wed 22nd Mar - Fri 24th Mar 

Year 3 Wombat Corner Camp 

Sat 25th Mar 

BENTLEIGH FARMERS’ MKT  8am-12:30pm 

Fri 31st Mar 

EASTER BONNET PARADE 9AM 

LAST DAY TERM 1 

EARLY FINISH @ 2:30PM 

**Tuesday** 18th April  

FIRST DAY TERM 2 

Start 8:50am 

Tues 18th - Fri 21st April 

Year 5 Roses Gap Camp 

Tues 2nd May  

SCHOOL PHOTO DAY 

Wed 10th - Fri 12th May 

Year 4 Ballarat Camp 

NAPLAN Years 3 & 5  9th-11th May 

EDUCATION WEEK 15th-20th May 
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SCHOOL VISION:  

East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting,  child-focused                 

environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are 

able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the 

challenges of  lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident       

individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live. 

Hello everyone, 

It’s hard to believe that as you read this newsletter there will be effectively 

only 3 more weeks of Term 1 to go. It only feels like yesterday that we were 

welcoming our 74 new preppies and as I write this newsletter I can hear 

their squeals of delight as they spend time playing in our beautiful grounds. 

Is there a more beautiful sound in the world than children’s laughter? …I 

think not. 

School Council News 

Our new school council for 2017 met for the first time last night. 

At this meeting we elected our new executive for 2017.  

Our new council is: 

President - Kym Mai 

Vice President - Lisa Vance 

Treasurer- Sue Jackson 

Minute Secretary- Julia Kantor 

Parent Representatives- Kym Mai, Ofer Fridberg, John Wayne, Neale Delves, 

Lisa Vance and Andrew Goldfinch 

DET Representatives - Sue Jackson, Julia Kantor and Jenny Small 

Executive Officer- Maria Shearn 

Once again I would like to thank those people so willing to commit their 

time and effort into improving our school. Our first meeting was most        

productive, with school council members and other interested visitors   

brainstorming our potential future facilities needs as we continue to grow. 

Our discussions will form our letter requesting support from our local MP Nick 

Staikos who is a strong advocate for the schools in the Bentleigh electorate.  

Our next school council meeting on Tuesday 18th April (first day back next 

term), will  be the Annual Reporting to Parents meeting, where I will be     

presenting the 2016 Annual Report which gives an account of the school’s 

progress over the 2016 school year. As with any school council meeting any 

interested parent is welcome to attend. 

Swimming Program 

Our intensive 2 week swimming program for our year 3’s and 4’s finished last 

week and what a two weeks they were!  The two weeks saw how well a 

logistically complex operation such as bussing very young students to and 

from a pool quite a distance away can work so efficiently with everyone 

working collaboratively together. The year 1’s and 2’s are currently mid-way 

through their intensive 2 week program. 

 

Continued next page……. 

** REMINDER ** 

If you have a health care 

card - please complete a 

“CSEF” Application form 

to assist you with         

payment of  Camp, 

Sports and Excursions. 
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The success of this program begins with the careful planning by John Seeary, Sue Jackson and the staff at 

Toby Haenen Swim Centre. Then comes the cooperation demonstrated by our students, guided by their 

teachers and support staff getting to and from the pool. Lastly but by no means least, what also helped 

enormously was the fantastic parent support we have down at the pool to ensure that children are 

dressed in record time. It is great to see so many of children participate so enthusiastically and a great 

deal of improvement in their skills was noted. I was particularly proud of the way our young ones conduct-

ed themselves during the change of routine over the ensuing weeks. Well done to ALL involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Down Syndrome Day 

March 21st is World Down Syndrome Day. On this day people around the world will celebrate the lives and 

achievements of people with Down Syndrome. Celebrating this day gives us all an opportunity to           

recognise the importance of inclusion and diversity and how positively these values can impact on our 

workplace, home life and our communities. Our student leaders have organised an Odd Sock Day to   

celebrate this event. All gold coin donations will go to Down Syndrome Victoria who do so much good 

work to improve the lives of people with Down Syndrome. 

Staff Car Park/ Dropping Children Off                                                                                                                  

Another  reminder is required this week about dropping children off and/or picking children up out the 

front of the school after a few incidents of unsafe and discourteous driver behaviour this week. There are 

times and areas where you may park, and there are times and areas where you may not. If you need to 

stop even for only ten minutes, it is a good idea to park in one of the local side streets where there is     

ample parking. People who do just stop and then move off again quickly, do need to have the places to 

do so. Please do not use up these spaces if you have to leave your car for more than a couple of 

minutes. For one thing you could be booked, for another it is not fair to those people who are in a hurry. If 

you use the Kiss and Go area to drop off your child remember there is a 2 minute limit and that you may 

not leave your car at any time.  

Also please remember that the staff car park is for staff only – for safety reasons  it is not a dropping off or 

picking up area.  I have noticed that some parents are using the staff car park to do a U turn or wait  in 

their car while the other parent is dropping your child off. Please do not do this. Some of our sessional staff 

arrive either  right at 9.00am of afterwards and need to have a place to park their cars. I thank you for 

your consideration in this.                                                                                                                                    

Working Bee                                                                                                                                                                

A reminder to all our Prep and Year 1 parents that our first working bee is coming up on Saturday 18th 

March, 9am - 12:00noon. I encourage you to come along to help maintain the wonderful outside playing 

environment your children enjoy on a day to day basis.  Many hands make light work. 

 

 

 

 

Until next time……………….Maria Shearn - Principal  

Reminder Note from School Office 

Dear Steiner parents,  

We only have 3 more weeks left for this term! In order to take advantage of the 15% discount for your      

Steiner fees (Eurythmy, Dance and Music), you will need to pay ALL your school fees by 31st March (less 

the 15% on the Steiner only fees).       Thank you:  Jane & Ann 



Sue’s News 

Assistant Principal’s Message 

ICAS  
I wrote about ICAS assessments in the last Newsletter. If you would like your child to participate in these assessments 

please let me Sue Jackson know before the end of Term 1. 

 

Junior School Council: 
1. Our Junior School Council is holding an “ODD SOCK’ fundraising day on    

Tuesday 21st March to raise awareness of Down Syndrome. 

2. Children will be asked to wear colourful ‘ODD’ socks to school and donate a 

gold coin towards this event. Money raised will be donated to Down Syndrome 

Victoria. 

 

 

 

 

We will be holding our Easter Bonnet Parade on the last day of Term 1 – Friday 31st March. 

This will be held @ 9:00am for all  Prep – Grade 4 classes.  

(Grade 5 and 6 classes will be at Interschool Sports) 

 

 

 

ECO Team: 
Walking Bus 

Come and join our walking bus on WEDNESDAY’S.       

We meet at Centenary Park  on Bignell Rd – opposite      

St James College - @8:30 am and walk to school.  It is lots 

of fun and it is good for the environment.  This week we 

had 20 children walking to school. 

The Environmental Team 

 

 

 

 

Sue Jackson - Assistant Principal 

District Swimming Carnival  

On Tuesday, 20 students represented East Bentleigh P.S. at the MPSSA Swimming Carnival at Carnegie Swimming Pool. There were a    

number of fantastic performances.  

 

The clear highlight of the carnival was the performance of Lee in (6D) who smashed the 11yr girls 50m        
Breaststroke district record in a time of 47.13sec.  She will be competing again next Wednesday in the Kingston    

Division competition.  

 

Other standout performances included Julian (4T) 2nd in 9/10 Boys Freestyle and 3rd in 9/10 Boys Breaststroke. 

Matilda (6L) finished 2nd in 12yr old girls Freestyle. Milly (5D) finished 4th in both the 11yr old Freestyle and      

Backstroke. Zara (4S) also finished 4th in the 9/10 Girls Breaststroke.  

 

Special mention also to our youngest competitor Julia (3A) who finished an excellent 4th in the 9/10 girls      

Backstroke with a PB of 55.10sec. 

 

Thanks also go to Tanja for assisting with the organisation on the day, the many parents came to support and the 

whole swim team for their excellent behaviour whilst representing the school.  

Regards John Seeary 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?q=odd+socks&start=340&hl=en&safe=active&biw=1920&bih=985&tbm=isch&tbnid=hDaTjT-oSAFhEM:&imgrefurl=http://www.facebook.com/oddsocksgame&docid=IzCdZZBq6BbHKM&imgurl=http://sphotos-b.xx.fbcdn.net/hphotos-snc7/c0.0.851.315/p851x315
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=easter+bonnet+hats&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=sC4U_8daybOrOM&tbnid=_n6In54L8H8ZlM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://noraathome.blogspot.com/2012/04/easter-bonnet-2012.html&ei=TjNBUZ3QLoTomAX9w4CABw&bvm=bv.43287494,d.dGI&p


Student Wellbeing and Positive Education at EBPS 

Positive Education    Wellbeing 

 

Helping Children Through Conflict 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All children experience conflict within friendships and connections, as a normal part of school 

life. They spend so much time together that to expect children to get along all the time is      

unreasonable. 

 

Naturally children need support and guidance when experiencing conflict. How you respond 

as a parent can make a difference. To make a positive difference it is important you:  

 

* Don’t take the conflict away from them - imposing your solution can leave them  

feeling their wishes have not been considered 

* Don’t take sides – they will be friends again and taking sides can make this awkward  

for your child 

* Don’t elevate what they are feeling - Children need to acknowledge what they are  

feeling, but also to understand feelings pass 

* Don’t devalue what they are feeling- Children need to understand their feelings are  

valid in order to acknowledge and address them 

 

The following advice for helping children manage conflict is taken from a KidsMatter Primary 

information sheet for families and school staff. View them all online at www.kidsmatter.edu.au   

 

Key points for helping children resolve conflict 

The ways that adults respond to children’s conflicts have powerful effects on their behaviour 

and skill development. Until they have developed their own skills for managing conflict          

effectively, most children will need very specific adult guidance to help them reach a good 

resolution.  

Parents, carers and teaching staff can help children in sorting out conflict together, by seeing 

conflict as a shared problem that can be solved by understanding both points of view and 

finding a solution that everyone is happy with. 

       Continued next page…………………... 

 

Parent Information 



Student Wellbeing and Positive Education at EBPS 

Positive Education    Wellbeing 
 

Guide and coach 

When adults impose a solution on children it may solve the conflict in the short term, but it can leave 

children feeling that their wishes have not been taken into account. Coaching children through the 

conflict resolution steps helps them feel involved. It shows them how effective conflict resolution can 

work so that they can start to build their own skills. 

 

Listen to all sides without judging  

To learn the skills for effective conflict resolution children need to be able to acknowledge their own 

point of view and listen to others’ views without fearing that they will be blamed or judged. Being heard 

encourages children to hear and understand what others have to say and how they feel, and helps 

them to learn to value others. 

 

Support children to work through strong feelings 

Conflict often generates strong feelings such as anger or anxiety. These feelings can get in the way of 

being able to think through conflicts fairly and reasonably. Acknowledge children’s feelings and help 

them to manage them. It may be necessary to help children calm down before trying to resolve the 

conflict. 

 

Remember 

Praise children for finding a solution and carrying it out. 

If an agreed solution doesn’t work out the first time, go through the steps again to understand the needs 

and concerns and find a different solution. 

 

Aim for Win-Win 

Helping children to negotiate a win-win solution by encouraging them to listen to each other, to see 

another point of view, and to problem-solve so everyone's happy promotes equality, fairness and 

avoids an unhelpful ‘win-lose’ mentality. 

Why should we aim for win-win? Because ultimately children who know how to successfully manage 

conflict are happier, have better friendships and learn better at school. 

*The information in this resource is based on Wertheim, E., Love, A., Peck, C. & Littlefield, L. (2006). Skills 

for resolving conflict (2nd Edition). Melbourne: Eruditions Publishing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lee Jellis - Wellbeing Coordinator 
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Community  

Babysitting  

My name is Lucy Kennedy. I am Christine 

Kennedy’s (integration aide) daughter. I am 

a reliable and confident 20 year old looking 

to do babysitting work. I have run after 

school programs and sports programs for 

children. I live in McKinnon and am happy to 

travel. Please ph: 0488 625 322  

Rate: $17.00 p/hr 



Parenting Article 



Parenting Article 



Advertising Disclaimer: We thank the many organisations/businesses that support the publication of our newsletter by paying for their             

advertising. Whilst the Editor checks for appropriate content, E.B.P.S. does not endorse the conduct or service and encourages parents to      

investigate the product or service as they would for any purchase they are contemplating.  Maria Shearn - Principal 

Advertising 

Specialising in fun girl’s and boy’s themed    

slumber party packages for hire direct to your 

door. FREE delivery and pickup for local parents! 

Give your child the slumber party of their 

dreams!!!!  Phone: 0402 800 527 

enquiries@intentsslumberparties.com.au 


