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This week in the Principal’s Report the 

following topics are covered: 

* Parking & Neighbours 

* Education Week 22nd-27th May 

* Year 4 Camp 

* Yr. 5& 6 Working Bee - 20th May 

*  Mid-Year Reports 

*  Students Attitude to School Survey 

*  National Walk to School Day 

*  NAPLAN 

* Mother’s Day Stall 

Diary Dates 

Mon 8th May 

School Council Meeting  7pm 

NAPLAN Years 3 & 5  9th-11th May 

Wed 10th - Fri 12th May 

Year 4 Ballarat Camp - Creswick 

Tues 16th May  

Year 5 Bike Ed starts 

Wed 17th May 

Year 3 Showcase Dinner No.1 - 6pm 

EDUCATION WEEK 22nd-27th May 

Open classes all week - see timetable 

Mon 22nd - School Tour 9:30am 

Wed 24th - Grandparents/Special 

Friends Morning Tea 9-11am 

Wed 24th - School Tour 2:00pm 

Thurs 25th - Musical concert 2:30pm 

Fri 26th - Teddy Bears Picnic 2:00pm 

Sat 27th - Open Morning 10am-12noon 

Thurs 25th May 

District Cross Country - Yr 3 to 6 

Fri 26th May 

The Magic Flute - In School Activity 

Sat 27th May 

BENTLEIGH FARMERS’ MKT 

Wed 31st May 

Year 3 Showcase Dinner No.2 - 6pm 
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SCHOOL VISION:  

East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting,  child-focused                 

environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are 

able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the 

challenges of  lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident       

individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live. 

Hello everyone,  

There’s excitement in the air as we come closer to this year’s Education Week and 

Open Day which will again this year coincide with our May Bentleigh Farmers’     

Market. We expect Saturday 27th May to be a very busy day both inside the       

classrooms and outside. I know that the children and teachers are looking forward 

to seeing lots of visitors during the preceding week at our many scheduled ‘open 

classes’– we hope you can make it. 

 

Parking and Neighbours  

Now to something not quite so pleasant. Over the last week I have had to field the 

fairly understandable frustration of some of our neighbours. The main theme of these 

complaints all seems to boil down to a lack of courtesy and consideration to them 

and their properties by some of our school families. I have heard stories of parents 

parking across driveways in Blamey and Rae Streets, meaning that people needing 

to leave their properties have been unable to do so. (I even have photos of these 

cars that clearly show registration numbers). Additional complaints are things like 

   * Students banging and kicking the fence in the laneway between Bignell and 

Blamey Streets, at the end of the school day.  This does not include the                  

accompanied students when walking with teachers during the day.  We hear them 

singing often, and that is lovely. 

   * Students playing outside fence while waiting for pickup, putting flowers and dirt 

in the letterbox, playing on the fence, falling into the front yard and breaking plants 

in the garden.  

   * Cars parking in front of the rubbish bins on a Monday, making it very difficult for 

the trucks to do their pickup, both in the morning and the afternoon.  The next point 

also becomes a major issue if the trucks are doing their collections at the peak drop 

off and pick up time. 

   * Many cars park on both sides of Blamey Street, especially pick up times.  Blamey 

St becomes almost a non-thoroughfare and quite dangerous with students and par-

ents crossing the road between cars. 

   * We also find that parents and students often stand at the driveway for their 

catch-up, talking for quite a while, which can also become dangerous with the 

amount of traffic using driveways to turn, or residents going in and out.  I have also 

seen dogs not on leashes during these chats, which may also be a problem around 

so many cars. 

   * Cars do illegal U-turns at the corner of Blamey and Namron, which is also         

dangerous. 

Whilst I understand the issue of not enough parking around schools is not just         

restricted to our school and that the critical drop off and pick up times will always 

be busy, I ask that all our families consider the rights of our neighbours and imagine 

how you would feel if these things were happening to you. I thank you all in          

anticipation of your consideration in helping our school be a good and courteous 

neighbour. 

Continued next page……. 

Please register online for 

the JUMP ROPE FOR 

HEART DAY Wed. 14th June 

Visit: www.jumprope.org.au   

Click on the Kids tab 

Click on Register  

http://www.jumprope.org.au
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Education Week 22nd- 27th   May 

Our Education Week ‘open’ activities have been a feature of Education Week for some years now - a copy of the timetable will be 

emailed to you shortly. The children love to have visitors, so I encourage you to make the time to pop up at some stage during the 

week to visit classrooms.  

We also have a number of special activities planned for this week, starting with 2 school tours for prospective families – one on    

Monday morning at 9.30am and the next on Wednesday afternoon at 2.00pm. 

A special treat will be that on Wednesday morning we will be hosting a special Grandparents/Special Visitors Morning. Our special 

visitors will be treated to a welcoming assembly in the hall run by our senior students, and will be treated to the beautiful sounds of 

our East Bentleigh Children’s Orchestra. Our visitors will then be invited to visit classrooms where special activities have been 

planned and then finishing with some morning tea in the hall. 

On Wednesday night 24h May we will be holding our 2018 Prep Information Night, so if you know of anyone who is considering    

coming to our school in 2018, please encourage them to come to hear the teachers describe their programs. 

On Thursday we have an instrumental concert in the hall at 2:00pm. We have invited our friends from the East Bentleigh Senior    

Citizens Club and U3A to join us for this and on Friday 25th our preppies will be hosting a Teddy Bear’s Picnic for some of our             

pre-school friends in the afternoon.  

Year 4 Camp 

Our Year 4’s are currently in Ballarat enjoying the activities of the Log Cabin camp in Creswick. Yesterday they spent the day at 

Sovereign Hill, enjoying the great variety of activities that children may have enjoyed in the gold rush times- including a visit to an 

old fashioned school. No doubt there will be more news from the children when they return.   

 
Working Bee 

A reminder that we are calling for all hands on deck from our Grade 5 and 6 families on the morning of Saturday 20th   May to     

complete some tasks in preparation for our next Farmers’ Market and Open Morning on Saturday 27th May.  If you can spare even 

an hour or so your help will be much appreciated. 

Mid-Year Reports 

Class teachers are beginning the process collecting the necessary data to assist them in the writing of your child’s midyear report. 

These reports will come home with your child on the second last Wednesday of term. Please pencil in Monday 26th June to discuss 

the report with your child’s teacher. Notices to arrange interview times will be sent home in the next few weeks. 

Students Attitude to School Survey  

Each year, the DET issues an Attitudes to School Survey to all Years 5 & 6 students. These surveys are designed to identify the positive 

aspects of school life for students, as well as identifying if there are areas to be considered for improvement. Student Engagement 

and Well-being are at the forefront of our students’ success at school so the feedback provided hopefully leads to positive           

outcomes for the children. Students in Years 5 and 6 and now Year 4 children will this year complete these surveys online sometime 

in the coming weeks and we look forward to getting the results later in the year.  

National Walk to School Day is coming!  

National Walk Safely to School Day (WSTSD) is on Friday 19th May 2017. Now in its 18th year, it is a campaign and   annual event 

when all primary school children, their parents and carers are encouraged to walk and commute regularly and safely to school.  It is 

a community event seeking to promote Road Safety, Health, Public Transport and the Environment. Australian children are           

becoming less active. One substantial contributor is the decline in walking and/or taking public transport to school. Children who 

are regularly physically active are healthier, perform better academically and less likely to be obese or overweight, which can lead 

to the long-term and costly risks of heart   disease and diabetes etc. Walking regularly is the best exercise because you can build it 

into your daily routine. 

NAPLAN 

Our Year 3 and 5 students completed these assessments this week, with the last one Numeracy being today. I want to congratulate 

all our students and teachers for their positive and enthusiastic attitude towards them. I was told by a teacher yesterday how      

excited her class was about participating and how they were looking forward to the maths one. Our teachers are obviously doing 

lots of things right to encourage our children to have a go and do their best. 

Mother’s Day Stall 

I would like to acknowledge and thank Kym, Gordana and Natasha, (along with Jan and Fiona who assisted on the day ) for the 

many hours of work they put into making this year’s Mother’s Day stall such a positive experience for our children.  The wide          

selection of beautiful handmade gifts gave our children many decisions to make and it was lovely watching them in their decision       

making. Thank you also to those parents who assisted by making gifts at home. I was particularly taken by the beautiful origami 

cards made by Kaiga’s dad. They were exquisite. Thank you all. 

I hope all mums enjoy their day on Sunday. Although this day in recent times has become very commercialised 

(who shares with me my distaste for ads spruiking gifts worth hundreds of dollars for Mother’s Day?), it can        

nonetheless be a lovely way to pause , reflect and join with our families to celebrate mothers, grandmothers, and 

great grandmothers, by just being together. My thoughts go out to those who have lost their mums since last year. 

May your happy memories sustain you. 

 

Thought for the week - Wise Words ☺ 

 

Until next time……………….Maria Shearn - Principal  



Sue’s News 

Assistant Principal’s Message 

JSC – A big thank-you to all who dressed as a dog or wore     

orange last Friday for Story Dog Day.  We raised $282.00 for 

this wonderful volunteer organisation. It was good to present 

Clare Rhoden with the cheque at Monday afternoon’s assembly. 

Thank-you to all 

from JSC  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please check the school’s website under “Policies” as the policies which are currently in 

“draft” can be reviewed and any queries sent to me on  

jackson.susan.s@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Sue Jackson - Assistant Principal 

House Cross Country  
 

Last Thursday 4th May, we held our House Cross Country event for students in Grade 3 to 6. There were 
many highlights and outstanding performances, particularly from Grade 3 students competing for the first 
time. Most pleasing was the high number of students who finished the races without stopping, this showed 
great perseverance and determination.  
 
Based on the final standings, a list of 44 students qualified for the District Cross Country to be held on 
Thursday 25th May at Karkarook Park.  
 
Final Results were as follows: 
 
1st Place :   Jacaranda (Blue) 177pts 
2nd Place : Kurrajong (Yellow) 171  
3rd Place :  Waratah (Red) 110 
4th Place :  Banksia (Green) 95 
 
Age Group Champions :  
 
9/10 - Boys - Hunter B. 4S 
9/10 - Girls - Juliette S. 4S 
11 - Girls - Milly N. 5D 
11 - Boys - Luca M. 4S 
12 - Girls - Matilda O. 6L 
12 - Boys - Flynn A. 6L 
 
John Seeary 
 



Student Wellbeing and Positive Education at EBPS 

Positive Education    Wellbeing 
 

Social and emotional learning in the Steiner Prep R 
In our Steiner Prep we work with positive strengths.  

We hold a ‘Strengths Circle’ each week where we share our experiences of what a strength is and acknowledge the strengths of the 

people around us. We discuss how these strengths are able to contribute to family and school life. In our Strengths Circle we also    

consider a theme. Lately we have been talking about the idea of responsibility and what responsibility means to each of us. 

 

Here are some of the responses … 

 

Teacher: ‘When we think of the word 'responsibility' what might we mean?’ 

Child: ‘My cousin.’ 

Teacher:  ‘What particularly about your cousin might be related to the word 'responsibility?' 

Child: ‘Me and my cousin do jobs at home together.’ 

Teacher:  ‘Good. Sharing jobs at home. That's a way of taking responsibility.’ 
 

Teacher: ‘What are some of the ways we may take 'responsibility’ for something ? 
Child: ’Pets, when I’m looking after my pets.’  

Child: ‘Looking after my dog.’ 

Child: ‘Taking my lunchbox to the kitchen after school.’ 

 

Teacher’s question: ‘What are some 'responsibilities' we have at school?’ 

Child: 'Washing dishes' 

Child: ‘Taking out the compost.’  

Child: ''Waiting for our turn." 

 

Teacher: 'There are many ways that we can take responsibility for things. It is great that we all have responsibilities at home 

and at school.  
Something to ponder: Can you think of any responsibilities that you might have at home? Perhaps you take the dog for walk or clear the kitchen 

table after dinner with your family. Maybe you have chores that you do such as tidy your bedroom, take the rubbish out or even vacuum the house. 

While I think we all enjoy having responsibilities perhaps the greatest responsibility is the responsibility we take for ourselves in all that we say and 

do.  
Ramana Dean - Teacher 
 

Growth Mindset Learning in Class 3L 
 
Since the beginning of the year Class 3L have been learning about Growth Mindset. Growth Mindset                
theory teaches us all that with persistence, resilience, effort, learning from our mistakes and trying different   
strategies we can all improve in areas we think that we 'are not good at'. If you are interested in finding out more I 
recommend looking up Carol Dweck, the Professor of Psychology, who is leading the research in this area. 
  
As part of this learning Class 3L have been talking and learning about how mistakes can help our learning.  To 
help our learning we explored a wonderful book called 'My Beautiful Oops' which explores and promotes seeing 
mistakes as an opportunity.  Inspired by the book Class 3L had a lot of fun creating their own version of the book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lee Jellis - Wellbeing Coordinator 

Parent Information 



Parent Information 

National Reconciliation Week  

Australian teachers and educators have a responsibility to teach all Australian students and 

children about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures as an important 
part of our shared national identity.   

Each year National Reconciliation Week celebrates and builds on the respectful                
relationships shared by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and other Australians.  
In Australia, ‘reconciliation’ refers to bringing together Aboriginal people and Torres 
Strait Islanders and other Australians.  Education is a vital tool for progressing              
reconciliation in Australia. In 2014, that belief led Reconciliation Australia to establish 
Narragunnawali: Reconciliation in Schools and Early Learning.  Reconciliation Action Plans 
(RAPs) provide a framework for schools to realise their vision for reconciliation. RAPs are 
practical plans of action built on relationships, respect and op-
portunities. 
 

The theme is ‘Let’s take the next steps’ 

To this end, we are holding a meeting: 

Thursday 25 May at 4pm in the Staff Room 
Aim – to establish a working group to develop a               

Reconciliation Action Plan for EBPS 

Please come if you are interested in joining the Working Group 

East Bentleigh Primary School acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country throughout 
Australia and recognises the continuing connection to lands, waters and communities. We 
pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and to Elders both past 
and present. 

Dear Parents /Carers, 

 

This year our school is participating in Jump Rope for Heart on Wednesday 14th June  – a fantastic physical activity 

and fundraising program by the Heart Foundation. 

Jump Rope for Heart is a great way for your child to keep fit and learn new skills but it also helps raise funds for vital heart research and   

education programs. 

It’s really important you register your child online so they can receive the full benefits of the program and also participate in online           

fundraising.  

Sign your child up for online fundraising:  

Visit: www.jumprope.org.au   

Click on the Kids tab 

Click on Register  

 

Thank you for supporting the Jump Rope for Heart program! 

Yours sincerely, 

John Seeary 

Jump Rope for Heart Coordinator  

Visit our fundraising page to donate and see how we are supporting the Heart Foundation:  

http://www.jumprope.org.au 

 

http://www.jumprope.org.au
http://www.jumprope.org.au/
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Music News 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

It’s hard to believe but we are almost half way through the year. We are excited to share with you 
some upcoming musical events. Class 3A and 3L will be watching the Melbourne Symphony            
Orchestra in preparation for the start of their class orchestras in Term 3. They will get to learn about 
the different instruments of the orchestra and listen to the different sounds they make and the way 
they work together as a team to create music together.   

In Education Week, Tuesday lunchtime we are holding a student soiree in the hall. All students are 
welcome to perform and watch the performances. On Wednesday and Thursday the Extension        
Orchestra will be performing for the Grandparents morning tea and the East Bentleigh Senior        
Citizens who will be visiting our school. 

On Friday, Janette our Performing Arts teacher has organised a performance of Mozart's Magic Flute 
with some members of Opera Australia. This a fantastic opportunity to watch some fantastic singers 
perform some beautifully catchy and timeless music. 

As we approach report time, parents have been coming to see me about their students practice and commitment to music. As 
we state in the music practice book, we suggest a minimum of 3 practices per week. We understand that your students have 
homework and other activities and for some students music isn't their most enjoyable activity. For some of our new students 
the initial excitement of picking up a string instrument has gone and the long journey of the next 3 and half years dawns on 
them. 

We live in a society of instant gratification and so increasingly studies like music and other disciplines that take time to master 
become ‘boring’  and ‘too difficult’. Often if we give in and put off these ‘boring’ and ‘difficult’ activities they become more 
stressful. We are here to help you and your child to gain momentum and are happy to answer any questions that may help 
you and your child with their music. 

We have a number of metal music stands for sale which we are selling for $5. The sale of these stands will go towards           
replacing these older stands with the modern ones for Ensemble Week and our end of year concert.                                                                                    
  Please contact felicitecheine@gmail.com if you would like to buy one. First in best dressed! 

 

 

 

 

Community 

Would an extra $500 help with school costs for your children? 

Saver Plus is a matched savings and financial education program that has assisted more than 32,000 Australian 
families with education costs. 

Join the program, save regularly for 10 months, and receive $1 dollar from ANZ for every $1 you save, up to 
$500. Matched savings can be used to pay for items such as uniforms, shoes/runners, text books, computers and 
iPads, stationery and  equipment, camps and excursions, as well as extra curricular activities such as swimming, 
clubs, dance, music lessons, and sports. 

Andreas said that Saver Plus helped her buy an iPad for her daughters.  “I always thought I could only ever make 
ends meet, so to be able give my girls the iPad they had been dreaming of is such a wonderful feeling. Now they 
feel like  everyone else.  The Saver Plus program taught me to save and budget with tools that I will use forever.” 

To be eligible you need to:  

* have a Centrelink Health Care or Pensioner Concession Card 

*be 18 years or over 

* have some regular income from work (you or your partner) including casual, part-time, full-time or seasonal 
work, and have a child at school, or study yourself. 

Saver Plus was developed by the Brotherhood of St Laurence and ANZ in 2003 and is delivered in partnership 
with Berry Street, The Benevolent  Society and The Smith Family and other local community organisations.  The 
program is funded by ANZ and the Australian Government.  

For more information:  Call Henry Frenkel, Your local Saver Plus Co-ordinator on 0488 069 627  

Email: bsl.org.au/saverplusenquiry    Visit: www.bsl.org.au/saver-plus 

mailto:felicitecheine@gmail.com
http://www.bsl.org.au/saverplusenquiry
http://www.bsl.org.au/saver-plus
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Advertising Disclaimer: We thank the many organisations/businesses that support the publication of our newsletter by paying for their             

advertising. Whilst the Editor checks for appropriate content, E.B.P.S. does not endorse the conduct or service and encourages parents to      

investigate the product or service as they would for any purchase they are contemplating.  Maria Shearn - Principal 
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