
Principal’s Report   1 – 2 

This week in the Principal’s Report the 

following topics are covered: 

* Staffing News 

* Mid Winter Festival 

* Mid Year Reports /   Parent 

Teacher Interviews 

* Farmers’ Market 

* Enrolments for 2018 

* Fees 

Diary Dates 

Thurs 22nd Jun 

Grade 5/6 Girls Soccer Day 

WINTER FESTIVAL - 5:15pm 

Reports sent home 

Sat 24th Jun 

BENTLEIGH FARMERS’ MKT 8am -12:30pm 

Mon 26th Jun 

Tabloid Sports Expo 2:00-3:30pm (P-6) 

Parent Teacher Interviews 2 - 8pm 

Friday 30th June 

Last Day Term 2  

Early Finish **2:30pm ** 

Monday 17th July 

First Day Term 3 

8:50 am start 

****Friday 21st July**** 

STUDENT FREE DAY 

(NO SCHOOL) 

Teacher PD - Digital Technologies  

Sat 22nd Jul 

BENTLEIGH FARMERS’ MKT 8am -12:30pm 

Tues 8th - 10th Aug  

LIFE EDUCATION VAN - all M/Steam and 

Year 5/6 Steiner 

Fri 11th Aug 

House Athletics Year 3 - 6  
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SCHOOL VISION:  

East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting,  child-focused                 

environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are 

able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the 

challenges of  lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident       

individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live. 

Hello everyone,  

It’s not often I will go anywhere near anything slightly political in our school communication, 

but I will today break this long standing rule, because it is an issue that is very close to my heart 

and integral to the fantastic work we do in our diverse learning community that is East Bent-

leigh Primary School. 

I wonder how many of you heard the comments made by one of our Federal politicians in 

Parliament yesterday? For those who aren’t aware this politician made some very uninformed 

and disparaging remarks about how students on the Autism spectrum are holding ‘normal’ 

students back in our schools , an incredibly hurtful and ignorant comment in my view. 

Whilst I may agree that schools could do with better resourcing and training for teachers in the 

area of catering for students of different abilities, meaning that some schools cater for differing 

abilities better than others, our wonderful teachers and support staff here at EBPS are a        

testimony to how a belief in and culture of inclusive education can be a positive in the growth 

of ALL of our students. As you can probably surmise, I was incensed by this attitude being    

verbalised in our National Parliament and will today be sending an invitation to Ms Hanson to 

come to visit our school to see how inclusion can be done well in a government school where 

the mindset is right. Rant Over ☺ 

Staffing News 

At this time of the year we don’t usually have to say goodbye to any staff but as our Prep K 

parents already know, Amanda Kershaw will be leaving us at the end of the term to await the 

birth of her second child in mid-August. It has been wonderful to watch Amanda blossom over 

the past few months as she has carried her little miracle so glowingly and healthily - all the 

while maintaining her happy disposition and sharing her journey with her Prep charges. We 

can’t wait to hear whether young Nicholas Kershaw will have a little brother or sister to love 

and we will have a new little boy or girl in our community to fuss over. I know you will all join me 

in wishing Amanda and James all the very best for the upcoming birth and addition to their 

family. 

Whilst Amanda is away, her class will be taught by Stewart McCallum who was the successful 

candidate in the interview process and well known to many families in our school already. We 

warmly welcome Stewart to our fantastic teaching team. 

Mid Winter Festival 

A reminder that our annual mid-winter festival;  a wonderful festival as close to the winter sol-

stice as possible ie the shortest day of the year  is on tonight for our Prep - 3 families, starting at 

5:15pm. It is an event not to be missed. It is a simple festival during which the children all carry 

a simple lantern with a lighted candle to symbolise the returning of the light as the days grow    

longer and warmer once again. The children love walking around the grounds with their par-

ents and classmates, singing songs together and then drinking a cup of soup. As I said it is a 

very simple festival but one which the children really enjoy.  

Each class attending has made arrangements for the making of 2 pots of delicious soup per 

class, then all you need to do is turn up at 5:15pm with enough mugs for the family to fill with 

yummy soup made during the day. After the lantern walk the teachers serve soup to everyone 

who then stand around warming themselves with the delicious soup. This is a delightful   com-

munity event and it is always enjoyed by all who take part. Even if it is raining, most people still 

turn up rugged up in their winter coats, hats, gloves and sturdy shoes. 

 

Continued next page……. 

 

**LOST PROPERTY** 

We have put out all lost 

property items on tables 

outside the office. 

Please have a look, as any 

remaining items will be   

donated to charity. 
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Mid Year Reports/ Parent Teacher Interviews 

I would like to congratulate our dedicated staff on their efforts in getting this round of reports together so 

efficiently. I would remind everyone that the most important part of the report remains the comments  

written by your child’s teacher as they will focus on what your child can do and then give some ideas and 

strategies for future goals and improvements. As we have always said in our reporting package,             

education is growth, but all children do not grow at the same rate, nor in the same way. I would ask that 

you always keep this in mind when reading any report.  

When reading the reports before signing, I find my favourite part is reading the student comments or      

reflections. These give me a fantastic insight into the health of our teaching and learning programs and 

are a strong indicator of the levels of engagement our students have in the programs their teachers       

deliver. From the simple yet poignant often one line statements from our preppies who are just starting 

out, to the almost essay like quality of some of our Year 6 reflections, they are a joy to read, some making 

me laugh out loud and others bringing a tear to my eye. 

One of the less enjoyable aspects of reading the reports however is the alarmingly large number of our 

students with quite unacceptable absentee rates. Whilst I am aware that some of our children are dealing 

with some significant health issues (I am not speaking about them), there are still too many children      

missing way too much school for unacceptable reasons which is having a significant effect on their     

learning and social development. I encourage you to read the attendance table carefully and if your 

child‘s attendance falls in the unacceptable range, make a commitment to improve this next semester 

for the sake of your child. 

Thanks again to staff for all their hard work in getting these reports together and being so available to 

speak to you. I know it is always a busy time and I appreciate their professionalism and commitment. I  

encourage you all to come and speak to your child’s teacher about their progress at the parent /teacher 

interviews next Monday. As Sarah Thurgood will be on leave next week, interviews for 4S will be scheduled 

early in term 3. Whilst class teachers are conducting these interviews next Monday afternoon we have 

planned to run a Tabloid Sports Expo with our children, weather permitting. Alternate arrangements will 

take place should the weather be inclement. 

Farmers’ Market 

A reminder that our next Bentleigh Farmers’ Market will be held on our school oval, this Saturday 24th June, 

from 8:00am till 12:30pm. Our regular stall holders will be joined by the seasonal ones such as lots of new 

season kiwi fruit and a plethora of wonderful winter vegies for those wonderful soups we all love in winter. 

Our wonderful helpers will be making lots of bacon and egg rolls for our hungry shoppers. It is always a 

very social morning and we could always do with new helpers, so please consider joining us at either our 

breakfast stall or the other school stall the Waste Wise stall. 

Enrolments for 2018 

These are now being taken and places are filling fast. If you know of any sibling    enrolments, or any oth-

ers for next year would you please ask the parents concerned to let us know in the office, so we can 

begin our planning processes for next year in earnest. 

Fees 

With effectively only one week until the end of Term 2, I would ask that if you have not yet paid for your 

child / children’s fees for classroom supplies, specialist curriculum fees, etc., you attend to this as soon as 

possible. It will save us a lot of time in administration if we do not have to chase people up personally. If 

you are not sure how much you owe, please ring or come to see Ann or Jane in the office. It is of concern 

that there are quite a number of children’s essential student learning items fees still unpaid. As your child 

has had their supplies from the beginning of the year, it is important that these fees are paid as soon as 

possible in the year. 

 

Congratulations to our Grade 5/6 Girls Soccer team - who 

won 4 out of 4 matches in today’s interschool competition, 

including the Grand Final by defeating McKinnon 2-1. They 

will now progress to the Kingston Division Finals. Well done 

girls! 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Until next time……………….Maria Shearn - Principal  



Sue’s News 

 

Junior School Council 

Thank you to everyone who entered our Art Competition.  

 
Preps - Grade 3:   Animals theme - winners 
1st place  Edyta Z. 3A 

2nd place  Molly Jane P. 3A 

3rd   Jonah B. 2L 

 

Grade 4 – 6:  Fantasy theme - winners 
1st place  Tanayha E. 6D  

2nd place  Ella F. 5G 

3rd place  Lana C. 4S 

 

All our art competition winners received a certificate from the Junior School Council. 

PASTA LUNCHES ARE BACK !!! 

“Hot Pasta Lunches” 

THURSDAY...THURSDAY...THURSDAY! 
Delicious organic pasta with a vegetarian sauce available to order. Just $6 for pasta and $2 for a sweet treat! Please ensure your order is 

dropped to order box at the office and is in by no later than 3:30pm each WEDNESDAY to avoid disappointment. Please list all details on a 

bag or envelope with correct money as no change can be given. Cheese and gluten free options available same price. For standing          

orders every week please email to realnaturally@gmail.com 

STOMP OUT THE GAP 
Thank you East Bentleigh Primary School for helping us  

Stomp out the Gap!  

Your fundraising is hugely appreciated.  

It’s because of people like you that we are able to make a  

difference to the lives of thousands of Indigenous children  

throughout Australia by helping them to experience their  

potential in school and beyond. 

 

 

 

 

 

East Bentleigh Primary School acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country throughout Australia and recognises the con-
tinuing connection to lands, waters and communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures 
and to Elders both past and present. 

Parent Information 



Student Wellbeing and Positive Education at EBPS 

Positive Education    Wellbeing 
 

 

Perseverance 
 

What is perseverance and why should we want it or need it? Perseverance is the drive that helps you to get past the hard stuff to 

get to what you want or need, that extra effort that keeps you trying even though you want to quit. Without perseverance, you 

may not reach your goals, or get where you want to be. 

 

To persevere means that when you are faced with a challenge you don’t just stop and give up. You problem solve to work a way 

around, or through the difficulty. Your difficulty might be something you have to work through with your mind, or it might be a 

physical challenge, or even an emotional difficulty. Using perseverance requires patience and self-control. It’s easy to throw your 

hands in the air and say, “Too hard,” but when we persevere it means we stop and work through things.   

 

It’s important to realise that perseverance is not, ‘don’t give up no matter what’ or, ‘never quit.’ Sometimes even though we do 

our best, we need to move on, or change the goal. Maybe we need a smaller goal, or maybe just a rest until we’re ready to try 

again. Sometimes we need more support to help us through and all of this is ok. 

 

We all use perseverance daily. Anything we find difficult requires perseverance to get through. Think of a baby learning to walk. 

Without perseverance it would never happen. Think also how we respond to babies learning to walk; every effort is rewarded with 

praise and encouragement, no effort is considered a failure, or a waste of time.  

 

Last week class 2L children worked through an activity that required teamwork, problem solving and perseverance. Each team 

was given two rolls of toilet paper and instructed to work together to wrap someone in their team up like a mummy. The catch 

was, every time the toilet paper broke, they had to completely unravel their person, tape the paper together and begin again. 

Here are some of their comments relating to perseverance. 

 

We chose one person in our group and we wrapped them in toilet paper. It was really hard because the paper kept breaking 

and then we had to unwrap them and tape the toilet paper together and start again. We had to keep going because our goal 

was to completely wrap the person, except their head and we really wanted every group to succeed. Perseverance means to 

keep going and to solve any problems that come up. We had two people wrapping and two people in charge of taping when 

the paper broke. 

By Maithy 

 

Perseverance means you keep going until you get it right. Sometimes you have to give up because the goal was too hard, or 

maybe you need to have a break. It’s ok to have a rest because you can go back to it, or try again, or maybe make a different 

goal.  

By Lola  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lee Jellis - Wellbeing Coordinator 

Parent Information 



Parent Information 

Hello from The Team at Camp Australia Before and After Care! 

We are a small, family oriented centre focused on the development of children in a friendly, supportive and inclusive environment. 
Our stunning garden and outdoor play area sets us apart from other centres and provides the perfect setting for our children to build curiosity 

and respect for their natural surrounds. 
EBCCC is a not for profit Incorporated Association run by a volunteer parent committee. 

Contact us for a tour. Address: 70 E Boundary Rd, Bentleigh East VIC 3165 Phone: (03) 9579 4547 

 
 

Would an extra $500 help with school costs for your children? 

Saver Plus is a matched savings and financial education program that has assisted more than 32,000 Australian families with 
education costs.  

Join the program, save regularly for 10 months, and receive $1 dollar from ANZ for every $1 you save, up to $500. Matched 
savings can be used to pay for items such as uniforms, shoes/runners, text books, computers and iPads, stationery and  equip-
ment, camps and excursions, as well as extra curricular activities such as swimming, clubs, dance, music lessons, and sports. 
Andreas said that Saver Plus helped her buy an iPad for her daughters.  “I always thought I could only ever make ends meet, 
so to be able give my girls the iPad they had been dreaming of is such a wonderful feeling. Now they feel like  everyone else.  
The Saver Plus program taught me to save and budget with tools that I will use forever.” 

To be eligible you need to:  * have a Centrelink Health Care or Pensioner Concession Card *be 18 years or over * have some 
regular income from work (you or your partner) including casual, part-time, full-time or seasonal work, and have a child at 
school, or study yourself. 

Saver Plus was developed by the Brotherhood of St Laurence and ANZ in 2003 and is delivered in partnership with Berry 
Street, The Benevolent  Society and The Smith Family and other local community organisations.  The program is funded by 
ANZ and the Australian Government.  

For more information:  Call Henry Frenkel, Your local Saver Plus Co-ordinator on 0488 069 627  

Email: bsl.org.au/saverplusenquiry    Visit: www.bsl.org.au/saver-plus 

Community Information 

https://www.google.com.au/search?q=east+bentleigh+child+care+centre+address&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LWT9c3LElLNjIpMNWSzU620s_JT04syczPgzOsElNSilKLiwFRuPTMLgAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiIrtewkZfUAhXHipQKHZ_sA5IQ6BMIrAEwDg
https://www.google.com.au/search?q=east+bentleigh+child+care+centre+phone&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiIrtewkZfUAhXHipQKHZ_sA5IQ6BMIrwEwDw
javascript:void(0)
http://www.bsl.org.au/saverplusenquiry
http://www.bsl.org.au/saver-plus


Parenting Article 
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Advertising Disclaimer: We thank the many organisations/businesses that support the publication of our newsletter by paying for their             

advertising. Whilst the Editor checks for appropriate content, E.B.P.S. does not endorse the conduct or service and encourages parents to      

investigate the product or service as they would for any purchase they are contemplating.  Maria Shearn - Principal 

Advertising 

Need a break these holidays?                                           

Nature’s Edge @ Kennett River is a beach lovers paradise. Nestled between Apollo Bay and Lorne on the 

Great Ocean Rd families will enjoy sweeping coastal views, north facing sun, wildlife aplenty, the beach and 

national forest at your doorstep. 3 Queensize bedrooms, 1 bunkroom and 3 bunk beds - sleeps 14 in total. 

Kids will embrace the trampoline, swings, cubby, flying fox and games whilst adults will enjoy deck views, 

wood fire, pizza oven and more. 

A 5min walk to the beach, 20 min drive to Apollo Bay and Lorne and 5 min’s from Wye River…lots to see  

and do around the Otways.  Special school holiday off peak mid week rates $750 for 3 nights total!  

Email: laurencehen@bigpond.com  Ph: Laurence 0433 570 615. http://www.visitgreatoceanroad.org.au/
accommodation/natures-edge-at-kennett/#moreinfo 

 

mailto:laurencehen@bigpond.com
http://www.visitgreatoceanroad.org.au/accommodation/natures-edge-at-kennett/#moreinfo
http://www.visitgreatoceanroad.org.au/accommodation/natures-edge-at-kennett/#moreinfo

