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This week in the Principal’s Report the 

following topics are covered: 

* Grandparents/Special Friends 

Morning 

* District Cross Country 

* Farmers’ Market/Open morning 

* Showcase Dinner 

* Working Bee 

*  Go Orange for Prader Willi       

Syndrome Day 

* Thank you - William James     

Bentleigh Hodges   

* Enrolments for 2018 

Diary Dates 

EDUCATION WEEK 22nd-27th May 

Fri 26th - Teddy Bears Picnic 2:00pm 

Sat 27th - Open Morning 10am-12noon 

Fri 26th May 

The Magic Flute - In School Activity 

Sat 27th May 

BENTLEIGH FARMERS’ MKT 8am-12:30pm 

Wed 31st May 

Year 3 Showcase Dinner No.2 - 6pm 

Thurs 1st June 

5G & 6D Chemical Science Workshop 

Mon 5th Jun 

School Council Meeting 7pm 

Mon 12th Jun 

QUEEN’S B’DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Wed 14th Jun 

JUMP ROPE FOR HEART DAY  P - 6 

Thurs 22nd Jun 

Grade 5/6 Girls Soccer Day 

Sat 24th June 

BENTLEIGH FARMERS’ MKT 8am -12:30pm 

Mon 26th June 

Tabloid Sports 2 - 3:30pm  P - 6 

Parent Teacher Interviews 2 - 8pm 

Fri 30th June   Last Day Term 2 

Early Finish 2:30pm 
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SCHOOL VISION:  

East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting,  child-focused                 

environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are 

able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the 

challenges of  lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident       

individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live. 

Hello everyone,  

What a busy couple of weeks we have just had at school with a bumper Education 

Week including many special events such as Grandparents morning, Senior Citizens 

Concert, lunchtime musical soirees, the District Cross Country, lots and lots of open 

classes throughout the week and a whole school visit from Opera Australia who will 

perform the Magic Flute for us tomorrow.  

This week it finally looks like we are heading into winter as the weather has turned 

frosty with many people succumbing to the dreaded lurgy- numbers in some classes 

have plummeted to the low teens in some cases!! To compound this we have had a 

cluster of whooping cough cases, so parents do keep an eye out for any signs of 

this. 

Grandparents Morning 

What a great turn out we had for this very special event yesterday. After being    

welcomed by our school captains Luis, Wattle and Oscar our visitors were             

entertained by our extension orchestra. After this our JSC and Captains escorted our 

special visitors to their relevant classrooms. On my travels throughout the morning it 

was wonderful to see our students and their special visitors participating in many fun 

learning activities together. I certainly enjoyed joining my special little person        

making a caterpillar in the art room with Mrs A. In some classrooms there were so 

many visitors it was almost standing room only! At 10.30 we invited our visitors to par-

take of a lovely morning tea prepared by Jane, Fiona and Sue. My thanks to you for 

all your hard work. At the morning tea I heard many complimentary remarks about 

how engaged our students were in their    learning and what great teachers we 

have at our school. I couldn’t agree more. Well done to everyone for your collective 

efforts. It was a fabulous morning. (See photos of this event also included in this newsletter) 

District Cross Country 

Congratulations to our strong team of runners who ran at the District Cross Country 

event at Karkarook Park today. It was wonderful to see so many of our students   

testing themselves and achieving personal bests on the day with many of our       

runners finishing in the top 20 - a great achievement. The way that our students   

encouraged one another was also a strong feature of the day. Thanks to John and 

Lachlan who organised and looked after our team and the contingent of parents 

who came along to encourage and cheer on all our team members.  

 

The top results for the day 

* Hunter B. 9/10 boys - finished 2nd 

* Charlotte F. 3rd & Eliza F. 4th in 11yo girls 

* Ameya S-A 4th & Matilda O. 8th in 12/13 girls 

* Flynn A. 1st and Lewis C. 7th in 12/13 boys 

Full results - next week 

 

 

 

                                                                                Continued next page……. 

Please register online for 

the JUMP ROPE FOR 

HEART DAY Wed. 14th June 

Visit: www.jumprope.org.au   

Click on the Kids tab 

Click on Register  

http://www.jumprope.org.au
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Farmers’ Market/ Open Morning 

A reminder that our monthly Bentleigh Farmers’ Market will be held this Saturday. After missing last market The Orange 

Lady is back with new season oranges. With the cooler weather, time for a Coopers Pie, with many varieties available 

including a delicious wagyu beef & beer pie as well as chunky beef & mushroom, pies in     individual and family sizes. 

Both hard and soft varieties of persimmons are at their best at the moment, Hazeldene Forest Farm have a good sup-

ply. Many thanks to our ever willing volunteers who each month transform our oval into a bustling       marketplace.  

Additionally our classrooms will be open for parents to view all the great work that is being done in classrooms and 

have an opportunity to chat to teachers.                                                                                 

Showcase Dinner 

A reminder that our second Year 3 dinner is next Wednesday night. Spots are filling fast so don’t leave it too late. Last 

week’s dinner was a great success with the children attending doing a fabulous job. After the dinner Alison 3A 

showed me a wonderful example of the great initiative our students have. Edie Z. in her class, off her own bat,         

decided to invite the wonderful Stephanie Alexander who is the inspiration of our kitchen garden program to one of 

our dinners. Please see below Edie’s beautiful letter and Stephanie’s response. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Working Bee 

Many thanks to the small but incredibly productive band of Grade 5/6 families and teachers who did such a great 

job tidying up our grounds ready for Open Morning on Saturday. Walking into school on Monday morning, the huge 

amount of work done was very obvious. A particular thank you to Kirsty our indefatigable gardener along with Brett, 

Flynn and Lola, The Armour family, Jane Ross and Oscar, Kerryn Reid Dun and Jamia, Garth and Amy Crockford, Rob 

and Charlie Clancy, Gemma, Hayley and Max Owen Johnston and Wayne and Wendy Bradbury and Oum. Thanks 

to staff members Sue Jackson, Jill Griffin and Donna Leibowitz who supported our workers. 

Go Orange for Prader Willi Syndrome Day 

Friday 26th May is Go Orange for Prader Willi Syndrome (PWS) Day.  PWS is a condition that is little-known in the wider 

community but here at East Bentleigh Primary School one of our students, Amelia B. has the condition. Its main     

symptom is one of hyperphagia (an abnormally great desire for food) and a lack of response to overeating. Because 

awareness of PWS is low, we are encouraging those who can to wear orange on Friday 26th May.   

Recent research to gain a better understanding of the condition through studies of genetics and behaviour have 

improved the lives of people with PWS but there is more to be done. The key to a better quality of life for those with 

PWS is in the hands of the researchers who study the condition.  Any contribution you could make to Go Orange Day 

would be greatly appreciated.   

Thank You 

I’d like to publicly acknowledge William James from Hodges Bentleigh who has very kindly helped us out in the       

distribution of our Bentleigh Farmers’ Market date flyers to homes in Bentleigh; far exceeding the reach we could 

have managed by ourselves and also selling our wonderful EBPS Cookbook from their office. Thank you very much 

William and Hodges Bentleigh. 

Enrolments for 2018 

These are now being taken - if you know of any sibling enrolments for next year would you please ask the parents 

concerned to let us know in the office. 

* See you all on Saturday for the Open Morning! 

Thought for the week  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Until next time……………….Maria Shearn - Principal  



Student Wellbeing and Positive Education at EBPS 

Positive Education    Wellbeing 

Generosity 
 

Generosity is linked to compassion and empathy. Generosity is the capacity to give, not based on the 

response or behaviour of others, but from a deep sense of wanting to share and spread something       

positive. Generosity does not only mean giving other people your money and things. It also means     

giving your time, attention, hard work, patience, kind words and talents to help and encourage others.  

There is something really special about generous people, they are a joy to be around and somehow 

feel safe, as they tend to be generous in their appraisal of us as well. A generous person has a positive 

bias when viewing their world and those within it. 

Studies now show that generosity is in our best interests and is one of the keys to positive mental and 

physical health. Not only does generosity reduce stress, support one’s physical health, enhance one’s 

sense of purpose, and naturally fight depression, it is also shown to increase one’s lifespan. 

 

So how can we teach our children to be generous? 

Firstly we have to practice generosity ourselves. Children will watch and copy what we do. 

We need to talk about it. Point out when others are generous and praise our children when they         

perform a generous act. 

Encourage it. Look for opportunities to help your children practice being generous and doing things for 

others. Visit a neighbor and offer to help, or make a special gift for someone, who least expects it, for no 

reason at all. 

Read and tell stories of generosity. The following are some of my favourites and are beautiful examples 

of love and generosity. 

 

Pine and the Winter Sparrow by Alexis York Lumbard.  Based on a Native American  

fable, it tells the story of an injured sparrow who cannot fly south for the winter.  All of 

the other trees turn the little sparrow away, except for the pine tree, who offers the bird 

shelter for the winter.  Due to this act of generosity, the Creator decided that the pine 

tree would be rewarded by not losing its leaves in the winter.  And thus it is due to its 

innate kindness that the pine tree stays green all year long. 

 

The Giving Tree by Shel Silversteini is a classic book about the selfless nature of giving. 

Every day the boy would come to the tree to eat her apples, swing from her branches, 

or slide down her trunk...and the tree was happy. But as the boy grew older he began to 

want more from the tree, and the tree gave and gave and gave. A beautiful story that I 

cannot read to a class without crying. 

 

 

 

The message at the heart of this simple story about a beautiful fish who learns to 

make friends by sharing his most prized possessions, is that sharing with others is much 

more fun than having something alone.   

 

 

We cannot speak of tales for children about compassion and generosity without         

mentioning Oscar Wilde’s The Happy Prince. Together the golden statue of a Prince and 

the swallow who has taken shelter with him give tirelessly to those who are in need. I    

challenge you to read this one without shedding a tear. (or maybe that’s just me) 

 

 

 
Lee Jellis - Wellbeing Coordinator 

Parent Information 
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National Reconciliation Week  

Australian teachers and educators have a responsibility to teach all Australian students and children about 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures as an important part of our shared national   

identity.   

Each year National Reconciliation Week celebrates and builds on the respectful relationships shared by     
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and other Australians.  In Australia, ‘reconciliation’ refers to 
bringing together Aboriginal people and Torres Strait Islanders and other Australians.  Education is a vital 
tool for progressing reconciliation in Australia. In 2014, that belief led Reconciliation Australia to establish 
Narragunnawali: Reconciliation in Schools and Early Learning.  Reconciliation Action Plans (RAPs) provide a 
framework for schools to realise their vision for reconciliation. RAPs are practical plans of action built on        
relationships, respect and opportunities. 
 

The theme is ‘Let’s take the next steps’ 

To this end, we are holding a meeting: 

Thursday 25 May at 4pm in the Staff Room 

Aim – to establish a working group to develop a Reconciliation Action Plan for EBPS 

Please come if you are interested in joining the Working Group 

East Bentleigh Primary School acknowledges Traditional Owners of Country throughout Australia and         
recognises the continuing connection to lands, waters and communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander cultures and to Elders both past and present. 

 
Grandparents / Special Friends Morning 
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Bike Education Gr 5  

Our Grade 5’s have just finished their 2nd lesson of a    

six-week Bike Education Program, ‘Let’s Ride’.  
 

Let’s Ride is a national junior riding program designed 

by Cycling Australia (CA) to be a fun learning            

experience for kids. 

 

Thanks to a Sporting School Government Grant stu-

dents have access to 2 coaches, bike checks and instruc-

tional materials for the six-week program at no charge.  

  

This programs focus is on riding and situational aware-

ness, so that kids are given the competencies to enable 

them to ride safely in low-traffic environments (shared 

paths, footpaths, bike paths, quiet streets, etc.) 

 

John Seeary 

Community 

Would an extra $500 help with school costs for your children? 

Saver Plus is a matched savings and financial education program that has assisted more than 32,000 Australian 
families with education costs. 

Join the program, save regularly for 10 months, and receive $1 dollar from ANZ for every $1 you save, up to 
$500. Matched savings can be used to pay for items such as uniforms, shoes/runners, text books, computers and 
iPads, stationery and  equipment, camps and excursions, as well as extra curricular activities such as swimming, 
clubs, dance, music lessons, and sports. 

Andreas said that Saver Plus helped her buy an iPad for her daughters.  “I always thought I could only ever make 
ends meet, so to be able give my girls the iPad they had been dreaming of is such a wonderful feeling. Now they 
feel like  everyone else.  The Saver Plus program taught me to save and budget with tools that I will use forever.” 

To be eligible you need to:  

* have a Centrelink Health Care or Pensioner Concession Card 

*be 18 years or over 

* have some regular income from work (you or your partner) including casual, part-time, full-time or seasonal 
work, and have a child at school, or study yourself. 

Saver Plus was developed by the Brotherhood of St Laurence and ANZ in 2003 and is delivered in partnership 
with Berry Street, The Benevolent  Society and The Smith Family and other local community organisations.  The 
program is funded by ANZ and the Australian Government.  

For more information:  Call Henry Frenkel, Your local Saver Plus Co-ordinator on 0488 069 627  

Email: bsl.org.au/saverplusenquiry    Visit: www.bsl.org.au/saver-plus 

  

 

 

 

Hi Kids! 

Thanks for joining your schools Jump Rope for Heart team. Together, we can 
have fun and help others.  Your school Jump Off day is coming up on 
Wednesday 14th June so get skipping.  Simply ask family and friends 
to help you raise money for a great cause! Why not try to use the internet 

to get sponsors. It’s fun!  Simply visit www.jumprope.org.au and click 
on register. All you need to do is Click, Flick and Skip!  

Visit: www.jumprope.org.au  Click on the Kids tab  Click on Register  

We also have Paper sponsorship forms at the office!! 

http://www.bsl.org.au/saverplusenquiry
http://www.bsl.org.au/saver-plus
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=uJnDQeDNirU2eJ5jKjawGH0_EAcMM4zsIB9fS3Mof7vowBGMk6HUCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fclick.e.heartfoundation.org.au%2f%3fqs%3d2b1d35231658378e189aa19244abae847234f1393f7eda60e3b139fab071837fc824fd6c8e57ec4e21c79394e67bc853
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=9u_QGKWWUXyk-VjcC7d5Y_m6uRkw6-TrnA06LyohGi7owBGMk6HUCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fclick.e.heartfoundation.org.au%2f%3fqs%3d2b1d35231658378ef34820065bca158cdec85174c3fdf23022c088a4168988c2afe73de5f11dda411da414a9ca498f5c
http://www.jumprope.org.au
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Hello from The Team at Camp Australia Before and After Care! 
 

Term two is buzzing along nicely with the help of our newest addition, Rosalyn Holbrow who is now    

officially with us in the OSHC room every day. Welcome Ros and thank-you already for your unwavering 

commitment and energy. 

We started the term exploring the theme "Metamorphosis" which lead us to insects and the creation of 

our own "World of Bugs." Certain busy-bees can never get enough of painting, pasting and modelling, 

while others love to speak in the language of Lego. Next we made our own big cuddly snakes using tie-

dyed stockings (this was very popular so there's more of them to come.) 

This week we're starting "Tiny Town" with FIMO which is an oven-baked modelling product. The kids 

love it. Coming soon is "pottery" with real clay. We'll learn to make a pinch pot and decorate it. We also 

have some eco-pots ready to test our gardening skills (if there are any keen gardeners willing to help out 

for an hour after school we'd love to hear from you.) 

With the colder weather came bigger appetites so we've increased the offerings and added rice noodles 

and rice paper rolls to the line-up. Friday is still pancake arvo, but we now make our own batter and use 

banana and cinnamon to sweeten and flavour them. 

 We are always looking for ways to improve the program in order to provide a cosy space with lots of  

interesting and fun things to do. We would also welcome any person who has a skill, talent or passion to 

share with the children here at Before and After Care. 

We are here from 7.00 - 8.45am and 3.30 - 6.00pm 

Come and say hello and time. 

  

Your humble servants, 

Ros and Bernadette. 
 



Parenting Article 
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Advertising Disclaimer: We thank the many organisations/businesses that support the publication of our newsletter by paying for their             

advertising. Whilst the Editor checks for appropriate content, E.B.P.S. does not endorse the conduct or service and encourages parents to      

investigate the product or service as they would for any purchase they are contemplating.  Maria Shearn - Principal 

Advertising 


