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This week in the Principal’s Report the 

following topics are covered: 

 

* Snakes & Ladders game 

launch 

* Facilities 

* Parent Opinion Survey 

* Payments 

* Enrolments for 2018 

Diary Dates 

Tues 1st Aug 

CERES EXCURSION  - 2S & 2L 

Fri 4th Aug 

THE NED SHOW - Special Assembly         

9am - 9:45am for Yrs 1-6 

Mon 7th Aug 

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 7pm 

Tues 8th - 10th Aug  

LIFE EDUCATION VAN - all M/Steam and 

Year 5/6 Steiner 

Fri 11th Aug 

House Athletics Year 3-6  9am-1pm 

ENSEMBLE WEEK Mon 14th Aug - 17th Aug 

Ensemble Evening 6pm Hall  Thurs 17th Aug 

Sat 19th Aug 

Year 2 & 3 Working Bee 9am-12noon 

Fri 25th Aug 

HOOPTIME Year 5-6  9am-2pm 

Sat 26th Aug 

Bentleigh Farmers’ Mkt. 8am-12:30pm 

NATIONAL LITERACY & NUMERACY WEEK 

Mon 28th Aug - Fri 1st Sep 

Thurs 31st Aug & Fri 1st Sep 

RESPONSIBLE PET OWNERSHIP 

Mon 4th Sep 

DISTRICT ATHLETICS - Yr 3 - 6 

Mon 11th Sep 

POETRY - Whole In School Activity 

Sat 16th Sep 

Year 4  Working Bee 9am-12noon 
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SCHOOL VISION:  

East Bentleigh Primary School provides a rich, inviting,  child-focused                 

environment ensuring that all students feel safe and stimulated. Our students are 

able to achieve their full academic, creative and social potential, equipped for the 

challenges of  lifelong learning. Students develop into healthy and confident       

individuals, actively contributing to the world in which they live. 

Hello everyone, 

I hope that this newsletter finds you all healthy and settling into a new 

‘normal’ routine after the momentous events that have so emotionally    

affected our community over the past days. It was wonderful to see so 

many of our community supporting Nadine, Paul and Aurelie at Raphy’s 

send off on Tuesday. To hear Raphy’s beautiful voice through the ceremony 

was both heartbreaking and uplifting.  I for one will always think of Raphy 

whenever I see a rainbow or hear a chicken reference.  

Many thanks to all of you (far too many to mention) who helped to support 

the family, the children of 1D and Dagmar during this time. As I have said 

more than once, this East Bentleigh P.S. community is truly one of a kind and 

I feel very grateful every day to be part of it. 

Snakes and Ladders Game Launch 

On Monday this week we launched our Positive Education themed Snakes 

and Ladders game at a special assembly. I won’t go into details here as 

Lee our Wellbeing Coordinator has talked about the launch in her report 

later in this newsletter, however it would be remiss of me not to 

acknowledge and thank Lee for the leadership role she has played over 

the last 2 years to bring this game into fruition. It has been a very long      

process from a germ of an idea to a finished professional product. Well 

done to Lee and the team involved in this process. 

Facilities 

As a first step in the future planning of facilities at our school, last week I    

attended a ‘Bricks and Mortar’ briefing held by the Victorian School       

Building Authority-VSBA) in conjunction with DET staff. 

At this briefing I was taken through the steps required, the first of which will 

be to develop an Asset Management Plan (AMP).  

An AMP is a forward plan for the school’s maintenance and upgrade needs 

and it makes sure that capital works projects align with our school’s vision 

for the future. The first stage of the process is to identify our school’s           

educational direction. The second stage helps us to identify and prioritise 

required building and maintenance works to achieve those educational 

directions. So, while the AMP involves planning for a particular capital works 

project, it also takes a longer-term perspective to ensure the benefits of the              

immediate project are fully achieved over time. 

Our School Council will formulate a working group to work through these 

necessary first steps at our next meeting on 7th August. We will keep you  

informed of our progress. 
       Continued next page……. 

Parent Reminder 

You should have received 

your school account         

recently. If you have a      

balance outstanding - can 

you please arrange prompt        

payment? Thank you! 



Principal’s Report -  Maria Shearn 

Parent Opinion Survey 

WE WANT OUR PARENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK  

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion Survey is 

an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is conducted amongst a 

sample of randomly selected parents at each school.  

It is designed to assist our school in gaining an understanding of parents’ perception of school climate, 

student engagement and relationships with our parent community.  

Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement 

strategies.  

This year for the first time, the survey will be conducted online by ORIMA Re-search Pty Ltd and only takes 

15 minutes to complete.  

The survey can be accessed via desktop computer, laptop, tablet or mobile at any convenient time  

within the fieldwork period from Monday 7th August to Sunday 27th August.  

A random sample of approximately 30 per cent of parents will be invited to participate in this year’s      

survey by receiving a survey link.  All responses to the survey are anonymous.  

For further information, please visit: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/

improvement/Pages/performsurveyparent.aspx  

 

Payments 

Thank you to all of you who have attended to this so promptly so far this term. A reminder that all Term 3 

fees are now due. Please help Jane in the office by sending in any due monies. It certainly saves us a 

great deal in administration time if we don’t have to chase people up personally.  

 

Enrolments for 2018 

These are now being taken - if you know of any sibling enrolments in either stream for next year would you 

please ask the parents concerned to let us know in the office. 

We are beginning our planning for Prep classes for 2018 so it is imperative that we have an accurate view 

of numbers in order to decide how many classes we will be running with. 

 
Please Note: We have had one reported case of Influenza in the school. 

 

 

Thought 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Until next time……………….Maria Shearn - Principal  

Sushi Friday – price increase and new item 
Starting this term we have a new menu item: 

Crispy chicken sushi – with cucumber/lettuce/mayo and katsu sauce.  

Also starting this term, there is a small price increase on all sushi to $2.60 each.                  

Unfortunately this is due to the rise in the cost of nori wrappers. Inari are still $2.00 each. 

 



Sue’s News 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As part of our Wellbeing program, I managed to get the NED Team to present a special assembly for our 

Grade 1 to  Grade 6 students on Friday 4th August from 9:00 – 9:45pm. 

NED stands for: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This presentation is free of charge though they have a pay-it-forward approach by selling yo-yo’s.  This is to support 

another school to participate in the NED show. The school will purchase a set of yo-yo’s for students to use so there 

is no expectation for students to buy these yo-yo’s.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior School Council – We are running “East Bentleigh’s Got Talent” show later this 

term. We are holding auditions this coming Monday  31st July - at lunchtime.  These are for students in 

Grades 2 – 6.  We will let you know when the show will be on. It will be gold or silver coin donation to   

attend the show – all money raised will go to the Royal Children’s Hospital -  Watch this space! 

Thank-you  JSC 
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Positive Education    Wellbeing 

Snakes and Ladders Launch 
Monday saw the OFFICIAL launch of our East Bentleigh Snakes and Ladders game, created by our whole school 

community. We had two very special guests, Stuart Andrews our ‘Senior Education Improvement Leader’ and Lynn 

Vennings leader of Student Wellbeing at a regional level. Mr Andrews spoke of the importance of realizing that we 

have not just produced a game, but a valuable resource for learning and sharing ideas about getting along, man-

aging ourselves and keeping safe.  

A HUGE THANKYOU to Tania Ennor, (Tilly’s mum), for her amazing work in designing and preparing the artwork for 

both the board and the cards. Tania is a talented Graphic Designer and was able to take the drawings and ideas 

from our school community and make them into our incredible Snakes and Ladders game.  

Another BIG THANK YOU to Carol Diggerson, one of our dedicated aides. Carol made all the calico bags, big and 

small, on her trusty sewing machine over a weekend. We REALLY appreciate your help Carol! 

And of course a MONSTER THANK YOU to all the teachers, children and parents who helped our Snakes and Lad-

ders dream come true. We hope you enjoy using and sharing the resource you have created.  

The following is an excerpt from an article by Chris Bergstrom, founder of the ‘Blissful Kids’ website.                                                                                     

This website is an excellent resource for mindfulness activities for kids, teens and yourself.                                                                                  

I highly recommend it.  blissfulkids.com 

 

Why Practise Mindfulness With Your Child 
 

Maybe you already practice and want to keep going …   Or you want to get started.  I want to help you in both cases  ... 

I'm Chris Bergstrom, a dad and a certified mindfulness facilitator. I also founded Blissful Kids.  

A top destination for parents who want to practice   mindfulness with their kids. 

I want to share a trick with you to help you keep your practice going after the initial excitement.  I'm sure you know how hard it can be to sustain a 

new habit …   I remember how hard it felt when I began with my son Anton.  

Let me share something with you ... When I first started out with my son Anton I was so excited that I wrote a "mindfulness mission statement" ...             

I know, it sounds a little scary but it was a simple list of my WHY's. WHY I want to practice together with my son. I later found out that writing this list 

was worth gold. Now, I’m going to share it with you … 

Here's my "mindfulness mission statement": 

 

I want my son Anton to grow up emotionally intelligent, gentle, aware, and happy!  

I want him to know that…  

 * He has the tools to shape his own life  

 * He can sharpen his focus to do better when he wants to. 

 * He can connect with people on a deeper level 

 * He can find balance and calm in life’s storms 

 * He can recover quickly from difficulties 

        

         CONTINUED NEXT PAGE………………………………. 
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Positive Education    Wellbeing 
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE………………………………. 

I want my son Anton to realize that…  

 * He can choose his responses and actions even when life is overwhelming  

 * He can cultivate happiness 

You obviously don't have to write a "mission statement" like this but it's probably a good idea to spend some time thinking about your own reasons.  

Ask yourself: why do I want to practice with my kid? Understanding your motivation will help you keep going!   

 

When I think I'm too busy to practice, or think practice is boring or hard, I look at my list of WHY's and remember why our practice is worth the effort. 

Your child will learn awesome skills to … 

 * Decrease stress and anxiety 

 * Focus and calm down 

 * Navigate difficult emotions 

 * Control impulses 

 * Nurture compassion and positivity 

These skills will help him or her, your family and all the people your child interacts with. 

It's a beautiful gift!  

So, remember to feel good about yourself when you practice. You are giving your child a beautiful gift. 

Go ahead if you didn't already ... ask yourself:    Why do I want to practice with my kid?  

 

Lee Jellis - Wellbeing Coordinator 

Parent Information 

Parent Information 

" EBPS House Athletics 2017" 
 

The School House Athletics will be on Friday 11th August for Years 3 to 6. The          
competition will start at 9am and continue until 1pm. Students will compete in events 
such as Shot Put, Discus, Long Jump, High Jump, 100m and 800m. Students are        
encouraged to wear their house colours. 

Parents and friends are welcome to cheer on the competitors and if able to help with 
running some of the events. 

Regards John Seeary 

JUMP ROPE FOR HEART  
We have finalised our Jump Rope for Heart sponsorship for 2017. We have raised a superb total of $5,270. Well done to       
everyone who got sponsorship and donated to the Heart Foundation. Prizes for children who raised $30 or over will be sent out 
early in Term 3.   

A special mention to the following top 10 fundraisers: 

1. James L. 3A    

2. Lana C. 4S 

3. Aurora P. PR 

4. Molly Jane P. 3A 

5. George B-P. 2L 

6. Will C. 1H   

7. Sean G. 1H 

8. Akira Z. 1D 

9. Fletcher D. 3K 

10. Riley D. 1H         Thank you to all: John Seeary 



Parent Information 

 

Prep R 

Liya 

Prep J 

Pablo 

Prep K 

Amber 

  
1D 

Mia 

1J 

Jackson 

1H 

Troy 

2L 

Alice 

2S 

Alexander 

3A 

Molly 

3L 

Coen 

3K 

Misha 

4S 

Zara 

4T 

Sebastian 

4B 

Asher 

5D 

Hilel 

5G 

Manu 

6D 

Chethiya 

6L 

Julia 

FRENCH NEWS 
Dear Parents / Carers, 

Welcome to Term 3, it is a privilege to be teaching your child. Every child is trying to  

do his/her best and I am very proud of all their efforts. 

Learning a language can be challenging, but eased with your support and encouragement.  

 

We had a wonderful new experience last Thursday where we had ‘Philippe’ take us around France by 

performing different types of French music, we also practiced a few cultural dances. 

I have uploaded some of the videos for you to be able to see the musical show via the link provided       

(I hope the link works!) Philippe musical show 

 

I am trying to organise a few things for our French Play performances. In order to organise this event, I 

would love to have your assistance with making props, costumes, video recording and taking pictures 

etc. If this is something you can assist with, then please send me an email 

seif.marie.m@edumail.vic.gov.au  

 

Merci - Madame Marie 

 Students of the week 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B2b0tzRXFzWzWm5BeHdGWnNRd2s
mailto:seif.marie.m@edumail.vic.gov.au


Parenting Article 



Advertising Disclaimer: We thank the many organisations/businesses that support the publication of our newsletter by paying for their             

advertising. Whilst the Editor checks for appropriate content, E.B.P.S. does not endorse the conduct or service and encourages parents to      

investigate the product or service as they would for any purchase they are contemplating.  Maria Shearn - Principal 
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